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Local Events, Costumes for You & Your Pets! 
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MINNESOTA'S GLBT MAGAZINE PP3I9'*) THIS ISSUE ON US ON TWITTER 
OCTOBER 16-29, 2014 x 14,698 NEWSSTAND @BIGGAYNEWS 
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Como Park Zoo & Conservatory 
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Science Museum of Minnesota 
Green Haven Golf Course 
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American Swedish Institute 
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Forever. 


Decades ago, clinical trials opened 
new doors for people battling HIV & AIDS. 
Today, they may be key to eradicating HIV infection forever. 


[he University of Minnesota recently launched new HIV clinical studies. 
But to be successful, we need your help. 


You can make a difference if you're: 


Diagnosed НТУ+ 
18 years or older 


Interested in the clinical trials process 


We're forging new paths in the fight against HIV & AIDS. 


Compensation and time requirements vary. 
Find out more at hiv.umn.edu or call (612) 625-7472. 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
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МЕ! EXTERIORS INC 
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Call Today for a FREE Estimate! 
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763.493.5500 | 
www.MinnesotaExteriors.com www.lightn-up.com/promotions 
MN LIC BC002877 


"We Treat our customers like Royalty" 
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/— — Јоҝе Custom LASIK — — — 
ONE OF THE MOST 


DR.KARENALHEUER | EXPERIENCED 
overz22,000successful ^ LASIK DOCTORS 


procedures performed! | | 
< IN MINNEAPOLIS < 


Joffe MediCenter: 5495 C 


Treating nearsightedness, Joffe Lifetime of Care Policy to stand Custom LASIK up to 4096 
farsightedness & astigmatism behind every patient's treatment below the national average 


Experienced & Caring Team of Healthcare Professionals 


Schedule your Free Custom LASIK exa 


CALL 866-685-6994 OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM ШІ: 


m today! 


Our Government 
Relations team 
led the legislative 
effort to bring 
marriage equality 
to Minnesota. 


Now let our Family Law team 
help you with prenuptials, 
divorce, custody, and other 
family law matters. 


MESSERLI & KRAMER 


Attorneys at Law 


Minneapolis (612) 672-3600 | St. Paul (651) 228-9757 | Plymouth (763) 548-7900 www.messerlikramer.com 
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ВЕ SUBARU. 
7885 BROOKLYN BLVD Confidence in Motion 


BROOKLYN PARK, MN 55445 


THE ALL-NEW 
2015 SUBARU LEGACY 


UN a Morrie Мл OUR BEST PRICE FIRST, COMPLIMENTARY 
suv arc]! CAR WASHES, COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, 
PROMISE! / PLUS MUCH МОРЕ! 


NIGHTMARE LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 


ON 2ОО BOULEVARD INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW LEGACY! 


OCTOBER 30 763-424-4400  brooklynparksubaru.com 


7:00-10:00 P.M. 


TICKETS: 
$25/person with advance reservations 
$30/person at the door 


Join us for a night of fright and fun 
at the Minnesota Zoo. This new 21+ 
costume party will include music by a Ш 
DJ, а strolling magician, creepy animal | 
encounters and more. 


Dress to impress for the costume 
contest, hosted by AZUL—the Zoo's 
young professionals community—for 
a chance to win exclusive prizes. Cash 
bar and treats. Visit mnzoo.org for 
more information and reservations. 
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Additions & Dormers / Kitchens & Bathrooms / Custom Cabinetry 
Whole House Renovation / Porches & Sun-Rooms / Finished Basements 
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An Enchanting Event Center 


* Corporate events 


* Reunions in a Historic Barn" 
* Celebrations 
* Weddings Call for an appointment: 


arcing 506... 952-942-5220 


food by 14150 Pioneer Trail 
Eden Prairie, MN 55347 
L ae info@GreenAcresEventCenter.com 


Named 2012 Barn of the Year! 


BEAUTIFUL. FUNCTIONAL. 
JUST THE WAY YOU WANT. 


g TWIN CITIES „ 
*) CLOSET COMPANY 


Contact us for a free design consultation: 


(612)623-0987 


www.tccloset.com 


2634 Minnehaha Ave. South, Minneapolis, MN 55406 


the Perfect Wedding or Event 
in a Historically Hip Location: 


=> 
2 Experience the beautiful апа dynamic event 
space at The Hotel Minneapolis, serving as one of 
Minneapolis's premier social event locations. 

Our expert staff will customize your dream 
wedding reception or social event. From our first 
conversation to the last departing guest, we 
assure you we will execute everything to ensure 
this day is one you'll fondly remember for the 

rest of your life. 


CALL 612.340.2000 OR VISIT: 
www.thehotelminneapolis.com/ 
meetings-and-events/social-events-and-weddings 


AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION’ 


HOTELS 


{ { 
Sniffles and sneezes? 
We can help. 


Introducing Minor 
illness Care at 


Family Tree Clinic 
651-645-0478 


FamilyTreeClinic.org 
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Online Magazine Prizes 


Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your computer, iPad, iPhone, or 
DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 


Sending 
mixed 
signals. 


Now available on 
Apple & Android 


(oh, and on the radio too). 


RADIOK 


7,10 
AE 
770» 1007 ШЕЛІГІ” 
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What's Your Plan? 


| Roya Moltaji, ере, ChFC°, CASL™ 
Financial Planner, Financial Services Representative 

| Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor" designation 
2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 


| 301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 

| Minnetonka, MN 55305 

| rmoltajiGmetlife.com 

| www.financialstrategies.metlife.com 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 
< 


MetLife - 100% Corporate Equality Index score HRC 11 consecutive 622 
years Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (МИС), New York, МҮ 


10036. Securities products and investment advisory services offered 97 
by MetLife Securities, Inc. (МБ) (member FINRA/SIPC) a registered @ 
investment advisor. МИС and MSI are MetLife companies. 
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Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries i 
AM ERICAN FAM 1 LY (а American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 4649 Bloomington Avenue 
INSURANCE | кк ја Minneapolis, MN 
о М American Family Insurance Company 
All E d re American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio dbartell @a mfam.com 
your protection under one rooi Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
wwwamfam.com © 2008 612.333.5554 


There’s never a cost for consultation. 
Call Meshbesher & Spence 24 hours a day and use 
our strength to help you regain yours. 


Meshbesher & Spence has several convenient locations. 
You can meet with our attorneys at the location nearest 
you, or call one of our locations and an attorney will 
gladly meet with you where it is most convenient for you: 
whether that be in your home, in a hospital or elsewhere. 


Minneapolis St. Paul 

1616 Park Ave 7300 Hudson Blvd 
Minneapolis, MN Suite 110 
612-339-9121 Oakdale, MN 


651-578-8055 
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Bankruptcy Law з: 
community for over 23 years 


Stop: 
- wage garnishment - banklevies - foreclosure - creditor phone calls 


BECKY А. MOSHIER Call for a FREE consultation with an 


experienced bankruptcy attorne 
ATTORNEY AT LAW P БЕ s 


EN 651-645-1211 


2233 University Ave. W., Ste 420, St. Paul, MN А 
Ја геп 55114 (near Hwy. 94 & Hwy. 280) www.moshierbankruptcylaw.com 


K e at 0 n We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Playing Dress-Up 


Halloween is almost here! I go hot and cold as to whether or not I’m 
going to participate in Halloween events based on whether or not I've 
got a killer costume. Last year, we'd done an epic Halloween How-To 
Issue with so many of our local queer performers portraying charac- 
ters from popular television shows and movies, so I cherry-picked a few 
items from the props. A wig here, a coat there, a bustled skirt from Hip- 
sAndCurves.com...and I ended up with a pretty great Victorian Era Goth 
Gal costume, in ankle-to-neck all-black. Better? I wore it to a bash at the 
American Swedish Institute and strolled around the palatial estate as if I 
owned the place. Ah, fantasy. I love it. 

This year, I'm still at a loss. I know that I've gone on record saying 
that ГЇЇ dress as Thor, who is one of My People per our shared heritage, 
at Superhero Bingo А Go Go in November. But, for the high holiday 
itself? I'm still searching. 

Ilike the idea of dressing up; but I probably like the idea more than 
the reality. Just this morning, I reposted a picture on Facebook of An- 
gelina Jolie receiving an award from Queen Elizabeth because I loved 
her outfit (I'm sure the award was awesome, too). I put it on my virtual 
Bucket List of Outfits because it was just so gorgeous with some fea- 
tures reminiscent of the wardrobe of Jackie O. Like this outfit, there are 
clothes that I picture when I idealize myself and what I’m wearing in 
any random scenario in the future. Pretty much anything worn in Out 
of Africa fits that list, much of the J. Peterman catalog, and, apparently, 
what Angelina Jolie wears when she meets a monarch. There's a bit of 
a disconnect, though, between what my idealized self would wear and 
what my real self could pull off. 

'This is where things get a little dicier. Not only do we all have dif- 
ferent ideas of what we think is attractive in clothing, we have different 
standards for what "looks good." I'm not just talking about wearing 
clashing colors or patterns, but what cuts and styles “look good" on 
whose bodies. How are bodies constructed to fit what our society val- 
ues? Then, within society, what does a particular group prefer? In the 
rainbow community, there are all sorts of body and wardrobe ideals 
that fit the various groups within it. 

Sometimes, our own bodies are as scary as any costume...or we cover 
them up as if we need a costume to feel comfortable. I challenge each 
of us to look at ourselves and think about whether we want to dress up 
every day to hide ourselves, or really look at ourselves and become com- 
fortable in our own skin. This is nothing new in concept to any of our 
transgender friends who have done this discernment and concluded that 
a change is required to be comfortable, at home, at ease. Real. Any of us 
who have disordered eating in our lives struggle, too. To live in a body 
that we don't find to be acceptable is a problem that runs rampant in the 
rainbow community. Sure, there are varying degrees of self-acceptance 
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and fantasy involved in every day of life, no matter who we are. Loving 
the one we're with all the time can be a tremendous journey and chore. 
For everyone. But, for some, it can be a deadly journey. 

It's appropriate to pair up the Halloween Issue with a Health Quar- 
terly that addresses eating disorders in this community. Of course, it's 
just scratching the surface of the topic, and it's one that can't be dis- 
cussed enough. How this community embraces Halloween has been 
likened to it being the *Gay Christmas" in our pop culture. What's so 
sexy about the dress-up? The allure of being someone else? Of not be- 
ing ourselves? And, is there a connection to also having a high inci- 
dence of eating disorders? So many questions, such big topics. In this 
issue, we're just laying the groundwork for further discussion in the 
future in terms of eating disorders and gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans- 
gender people. I've said before how this magazine fits into the Special 
Interest category of publications because the community it represents 
has both the same and different relationships with various aspects of 
life as the rest of society does. When there are higher incidences of 
things like alcoholism and eating disorders, it's our responsibility as 
media to address them, specifically. 

I welcome your insight and questions because, as an interesting 
note, our research showed us that the eating disorder community is just 
starting to recognize the rainbow community as being a Special Interest 
category. To quote the National Eating Disorders Association's website 
(www.nationaleatingdisorders.org), *Research suggests that eating dis- 
orders disproportionately impact some segments of LGBT populations, 
though there is much research still to be done on the relationships be- 
tween sexuality, gender identity, body image and eating disorders." It's 
time to help them understand us so that they can help us, individually 
and as a group. 

I wish you a fantastic Halloween. I hope you revel in the fantasy and 
find a way to make your reality just as wonderful, whether dressing 
like Angelina Jolie or Thor on October 31 or any other regular day of 
the week. 

Be comfortable, be yourself. B 


With you and with thanks, 


NEYVS 


Suffer 
Through 
BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter 


"Your newsreader mispronounces words, 
names, cities, etc." 


“Some find this endearing, but | find 
it annoying." 


"Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!" 


"The poorly pronounced narration makes it 
impossible to listen to." 


“All you hear is the very poor quality of the 
English language newsreader.” 


Listen to Pierre Tardif's 
"insufferable" delivery 
of BigGayNews on 
iTunes' Podcasts. 


/ Subscribe on iTunes! 


Kudos to 

Linda Raines for 
compiling the top 
5 daily stories! 
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СЕП/ EXPERIENCE RESU 
JERRY А. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 
3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis • (612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 


When you're ready to build on your achievements, our 
trusted bankers are ready to support your personal and 
professional goals. Our bankers live and work in your 
community and know that good relationships make us 
all stronger. With our customized tools and services, 
we may help you build a legacy of wealth and success. 


© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, М.А. All rights reserved. 
Member FDIC. (1203728_12666) 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Take Your Best Shot(s) 


'The fever struck in August. Nineteen-year-old Mai later wrote: 

"Each day added new names to the list of the sick and the dead ... As 
we walked home [one] evening, we passed a rooming house where there 
were fever cases. On the ground beneath some of the windows lay bloody 
rags, and an awful stench pervaded the air. We heard groans from the 
sick and felt sure they were alone. No one would venture to nurse fever 
patients. Even we passed by hurriedly and did not take that route again." 

Mai tended her stricken landlady, and having been exposed to her 
bleeding gums and black vomit, Mai became infected. 

"Suddenly I began feeling so strange! My legs seemed to be drawing 
up into my spine. Such agonizing pains I did not know a human could 
bear.” She lay immobile for days. “Our house was situated on the road 
to the cemetery. All day and through the night I heard the clip-flop of 
the horses’ hoofs as they carried out the dead...I knew another soul had 
lost the fight. I learned later that five women in our block had died of the 
fever at this time.” 


Mai wrote not from the Developing World, but from America: Jack- 
son, Mississippi, 1899, during just one of the many yearly yellow fever 
epidemics that ravaged the South. A vaccine was not discovered until 
1934, nor was Salk’s life-saver on the horizon. During summer vacations 
with Mai-my grandmother-from the late 1940s to mid-1950s, we kids 
were forbidden to swim for fear of catching polio. 

In 1953, Salk announced his discovery and clinical testing began in 
1954. In 1953 there were 58,000 new polio cases, and 3,000-plus deaths. 
Today the poliovirus has been eradicated in the U.S. for 30 years. 

It is with growing unease that I read of parents today refusing to 
vaccinate their children against diseases that once killed hundreds of 
thousands: measles, whooping cough, meningitis, flu. Diseases waiting 
to make their comeback as holes in our safety nets are widened. 

As I type this piece, 30 September, the breaking news is that the first 
case of diagnosed Ebola in the United States has been confirmed. There 
is no vaccine, but there are for many preventable illnesses. Use them. ш 


= 


** Melissa Houghtaling 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Attorneys eager to assist you with your 
litigation, family, real estate, and 
criminal concerns. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Раш • (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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Assisting 
People 
with 
Disabilities 
to... 


Lead independent lives 
by providing PCA 
Choice service and 
employment opportunities. 


Contact us today to find out 
all we have to offer. 


St. Paul, MN 55101 | 651-646-8342 
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Thursday, October 23 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
Ask for "LAVENDERDOLLY" and get your dinner 
and show tickets for $54 plus tax. 
That's an $18 savings. 
(952) 934-1525 


ChanhassenDT.com 


No S 


ights а SUN 
at the “Th Sattar 


Thursday, November 20 
7:00pm 


Children’s Theatre 
Mention Lavender as the code for a 
15% discount on your tickets. 
That’s an $18 savings. 
2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls 
(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION 


АТА 


RANDALL S. JOHNSON 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 
651-646-3755 e WWW.RSJLAW.COM 
Thu, October 


Ask for LAVENDERDOL | 


and get your dinner & show tickets 7 2 
for $54 plus tax. | 
That's an $18 savings! 


LAVENDER 
at МОЕ N 


Michelle Barber as Dolly 


HILARIOUS! 


Improv Comedy 
Fri & Sat eves • Just $28! 


November 14 


The Ultimate ‘80s 
Sing-Along 
Halloween Edition 


with Mick Sterling’s 
Memphis and the 
Meantimes 


ChanhassenDT.com 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 
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FIRST THURSDAY 
LORING KITCHEN 
& BAR 


SEPTEMBER 4, 2014 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Colossal. Photo by Rich Ryan of Colossal 


face of the unknown. Mike is a 
closeted athlete competing at the 
top of his game when he sustains 
the injury that changes his life for- 
ever, an injury which is all tied up 
in his love for another teammate, 
Marcus. As Mike must make a 
choice about whether he'll live in 
the past or move forward into an 
uncertain future, he is haunted by 
his feelings for Marcus and what it 
has cost to love him." 


COLOSSAL 

Through Nov. 9 

Mixed Blood Theatre, 1501 S. 4th St., Mpls. 
(612) 338-6131 

www.mixedblood.com 


Andrew Hinderaker’s play has a unique structure: four 
15-minute quarters with halftime show. It’s likely to have more 
emotional depth than any game you've ever gone to: two dozen 
men, full-contact choreography, and penetrating inquiry into 
notions of masculinity. And this was actually slated to run well 
before the current NFL scandals! Synchronicity indeed! 

Quadripalegic actor Tobias Forrest says Colossal "tackles ho- 
mosexuality and disability while finding balance in the struggle 
that a football player and former dancer must go through after 
a spinal injury. My character, Mike, must redefine himself as 
a young gay man who comes to terms with both his sexuality 
and his disability; however, the real message seems to be more 
about love than sexual preference. Mike rediscovers his love for 
football, redefines his love for his father, and reveals his love for 
a fellow teammate." 

Transgender Director Will Davis calls Colossal “A play about 
the trauma of losing an identity or a way of being in the world 
and grappling with what it means to create a new identity in the 


EATING RAOUL 

Through Oct. 26 

New Century Theatre, 615 
Hennepin Ave, #145, Mpis. 
(612) 451-9501 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
begins its new season with a 
transgressive musical staged by 
its new Artistic Director, Christian 
Unser, as well as support from 
Hennepin Theatre Trust. Eat 
ing Raoul, the 1980s cult film, 
didn't go mainstream because its 
themes of cannibalism and sex 
work, juxtaposed with middle 
class aspirations, implied a lack of 
optimism on the Reagan era's rosy 
morning in America pablum. The 
audience that saw it was limited 
in number but its popularity expo- 
nentially increased on alternative 
film circuits. Therefore, all these 


years later it has become the 
perfect recipe for an offbeat stage 
adaptation. 

However, in the stage musical 
version, the '80s have been nixed. 
Unser says the musical “trans- 
ports the murderous Mary and 
Paul Bland back in time to the 
swingin' 60s. While maintaining 
the lecherous behaviors of the 
other characters in the movie ver- 
sion, this time shift allows Mary 
and Paul to be more believable as 
a prudish married couple. They 
grew up sheltered in the '40s and 
"06. They even sleep in “Ozzie 
and Harriet” beds, which makes 
more sense in the '60s than the 
'80s. And when the bodies start 
falling, that naiveté lends itself to 
misunderstandings and situations 
they've never had to deal with be- 
fore, which generates most of the 
comedy and inspires the musical 
numbers, too." 


GIRL GUMSHOE 

& DETECTIVE DAD 

Oct. 17 - 29 

People's Center 

425 20th Av. S., Mpls. 
www.brownpapertickets.com 


Gadfly Theatre continues to 
build its reputation as a committed 
source for queer-oriented stage 
work. Immanuel Elliott, who is 


Eating Raoul. Photo courtesy of Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
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SPOTLIGHT 


directing Girl Gumshoe & Detective Dad, describes the set-up 
by playwright Eli Effinger-Weintraub: *Gina Davenport (Lauren 
Diesch) is moving out of her parents' basement and into her 
first apartment with girlfriend Sarita (Kathryn Fumie). She has 
to navigate the tricky situation of growing up and remaining a 
child. Her relationship with Sarita and her relationship with her 
father, Troy (G. Zachariah White), often bump up against each 
other in both comic and tragic ways. The idea of cohabitation 
and what it takes to make any relationship work run thorughout 
the play with Gina and Sarita grappling with what this huge 
milestone represents for them." 


THE HEIDI CHRONICLES 
Through Oct. 26 

Guthrie Theater, 818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. 
(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Wendy Wasserstein’s Pulitzer Prize and Tony-winning come- 
dy is rightly considered to be a landmark American feminist play. 
Moreover, The Heidi Chronicles is also inclusively rich with gay 
roles which the current Guthrie production handles splendidly. 

From 1965 to 1989 straight protagonist, art history profes- 
sor Heidi Holland (a winningly introspective Kate Wetherhead) 
navigates changing social expectations about women from 
both the political left and right with a steadiness that takes an 
emotional toll on her, but which builds her character. Through 
that, she maintains a deep friendship with Peter Patrone, a gay 
pediatrician with whom she is essentially a surrogate family 
member. Zach Shaffer’s touching performance reveals a man 
who himself must navigate the manly expectations foisted on the 
American male of our species as well as those which gay men of 
the time had to contend with. The anguish of AIDS in the ’80s is 
powerfully portrayed. 

Mo Perry is brusquely delightful as a lesbian feminist 
who makes her views felt at a women’s support group in Ann 
Arbor, 1970. Perry is one of a terrific quartet of actresses 
who each shine in mulitiple roles: Stacia Rice, Tracey Malo- 
ney, Eleonore Dindy. These other three each have, among 
others, their own bristling turn as tools of corporate media, 
something which the late Wasserstein (1950-2006) is clearly 
cautioning about. Director Leigh Silverman has evoked the era 
and its passions with a cast that was probably only born well into 
the play’s time span, if not later. She has guided the show with a 
sharp eye and joyous clarity. And Laura Adams’s hair styles аге 
simply smashing! 


The Heidi Chronicles. Photo by Joan Marcus 


MISS JULIE 

Through Oct. 26 

American Swedish Institute 

2600 Park Av. S., Mpls. (612) 871-4907 
www.ASImn.org/MissJulie 


Swedish playwright August Strindberg (1849-1912) still holds 
his own as a master playwright when it comes to the prover- 
bial Battle of the Sexes and Miss Julie may be his most vivid 
example of that. At the American Swedish Institute, Theatre 
Coup d'Etat director Peter Beard points out that *dominance and 
submission in Miss Julie cannot be separated from the class and 


gender struggles that are present 
throughout the play. First is the 
difference between Miss Julie 
(Kelly Nelson) and her valet, Jean 
(James Napoleon Stone). Miss 
Julie obviously is in the dominant 
position as the character who is 
higher on the social ladder, but 
Jean wields his own power in his 
own right as a man. Through- 
out the play both are at times 
dominant of and submissive to the 
other. They both borrow words 
from each other in what Strind- 
berg describes in his foreward as 
‘the weaker steal and repeat the 
words of the stronger.” 

Beard also points out Miss 
Julie and Jean's relationship 
with another servant character, 
Christine (Brie Roland): “While 
Christine states constantly that 
she knows her place within the 
hierarchy, she exerts a power 
over Jean that cows him into do- 
ing her will up until the very end, 
when again he asserts his man- 
hood. The back and forth plays 
of master/servant relationships 
and who asserts dominance over 
whom are constantly changing. 
Itis this constant upheaval and 
power struggle that make for one 


of the greatest character-driven 
early naturalistic plays." 


TWIN CITIES HORROR 
FESTIVAL 
Oct. 23 - Nov. 2 
Southern Theater 
1420 Washington Av. S., Mpls. 
(612) 340-0155 
www.tchorrorfestival.com 
Comedy at a horror festival 
may seem incongruous but the 
Southern Theater will be hosting 
a fair bit of it for your Halloween 
fun. And they always say that 
laughter can dissipate fear and 
anxiety. You can see a uniquely bi- 
zarre take on Antarctic explorer 
Ernest Shackleford, a comic 
version of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, 
and a inquiry into why we are 
frightened of dolls. Their creepy 
eyes, those fixed smiles, and won- 
dering if those eyes just moved! 
On a more serious note, one 
piece deals with *Body Integrity 
Identity Disorder." Seriously! It 
all comes from the cryptic minds 
of some very accomplished Twin 
Cities performance figures. B 
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FOOD & DINING 


BY JOY SUMMERS 


PHOTOS BY HUBERT BONNET 
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Living the dream sounds like lounging oceanside with a blender 
drink and a cabana boy near at hand. Actually living your dream is often 
a gnarly reality. There are blisters, sweat, and freak-outs when you wish 
no one was looking. There are bills that never stop coming. There are 
angry people. Happy people. There are so many people all depending on 
you and your dream for a piece of their happiness. Living the dream is 
brutal business and not for the faint of heart. It is exactly what the guys 
behind Lyn 65 are doing and they wouldn't have it any other way. 

Ben Rients, Jason Sawicki, and Travis Serbus are not above spending 
over 24 hours straight inside their new restaurant that's drawing food 
fans to Richfield. Since the opening of Lyn 65, fans have gushed about 


ір 


LIVING THE DREAM ON LYNDALE 


the cocktails, praised the food, and proved they're willing to wait in line 
and sample whatever the team deems worthy to serve them. 

Rients and Sawicki met while working the line at Restaurant Alma. 
The restaurant is widely regarded as one of the best in Minneapolis. 
Chef and owner Alex Roberts has received numerous accolades includ- 
ing the prestigious James Beard Award for Best Chef Midwest. It was 
inside Alma's kitchen where the two young chefs honed their apprecia- 
tion for sourcing the best ingredients available and preparing them in 
ways that accentuate the flavors. This is where the dream was hatched. 
It was with the blessing of the entire restaurant crew and some unpaid 
consulting help from Chef Roberts that the duo began to piece together 
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BY JOY SUMMERS 


1. The Lyn 65's spirit animal: Magnum P.I. guards the bar. 2. Scallops with sweet potato three 
ways. 3. Orecchiette with Bolognese and cauliflower. 4. Butternut squash soup with lobster. 


© 
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BY JOY SUMMERS 


the rough idea that would become an independent restaurant with a tast- 
ing menu, well-chosen wine list, Neapolitan-style pizzas, and bar food. 

Travis Serbus had read about the impending restaurant and reached 
out to Rients through Facebook with some ideas for a craft cocktail pro- 
gram and a partnership. Serbus has worked behind several bars around 
the Twin Cities including Barrio, coup d'état, and he was on the opening 
team for Butcher & the Boar's beer garden. 

The threesome worked feverishly to flesh out a dream spot, but 
dreams take time to build. Or, as Rients said, “Chefs make terrible car- 
penters." Construction took some serious time, but they worked with 
contractors to build their designs on a kitchen-a cozy space dominated 
by a domed pizza oven; a long, sleek bar with wide-seated, comfortable 
stools; and a long rustically sophisticated dining room. 

The dishes we tried were rustic, but prepared with a refined tech- 
nique. The Orrichiette dish, with wee little ear-shaped pasta, was pre- 
pared perfectly al dente with cauliflower and dressed in a meaty Bolog- 
nese sauce. It was rich and comforting, with a surprising lightness from 
the cauliflower and a bright note in the sauce. 

Seared scallops were served with sweet potatoes prepared three dif- 
ferent ways. The scallops were a beautiful quality with craggy, brown- 
topped crusts and succulent, quivery interiors. The sweet potatoes were 
made into crispy chips, a creamy sauce, and a satisfyingly toothsome 
roasted little wedge. The entire dish is splashed with an apple cider pon- 
zu sauce. The plate was an autumnal balance of flavors. 

We happened to visit just as the menu was transitioning from the 
warm final days of summer into the colder reality we now reside in. A 
soup was a holdover; once chilled, now a warm butternut squash served 
with threads of plump, rosy-colored lobster meat. 

The menu is often-evolving as the kitchen determines what their din- 


ers are seeking. At first, the crew was unsure what the Richfield din- 
ers would want to find in their neighborhood. As time goes on, they 
have discovered that it isn't just the Richfield residents who come in, but 
people from nearby South Minneapolis, Tangletown, and even Edina are 
swarming. Located just a hop and a skip off the freeway, it's an easy spot 
to get to even if you don't reside in the 55423. 

Those lucky enough to live nearby can likely better indulge in the 
cocktail list, though. Serbus' drinks are the sort best enjoyed with a crew 
of friends ready to imbibe and share. The spirits are balanced with ex- 
pertly built layers of flavors drawing on the seasons and spirits on hand. 

The Cut Cut Stab Kill is a frothy beauty made from a blood orange 
marmalade (that they make in-house), blood orangecello, livened up 
with lemon and mixed with Stab and Kill bourbon. He then drops in an 
egg and shakes the bejesus out of the thing, to create the resulting froth. 

The best cocktail we sampled was the Bullet Proof of Bulleit Rye, 
apple cider, maple syrup, and cherry bark bitters. Serbus also serves a 
smoked option, with Laphroaig scotch that he swears tastes like drink- 
ing in a late summer bonfire. All these cocktails are priced at $9. (Try 
to beat that price at any of the fancy watering holes in the North Loop.) 

There's also a rotating special punch for as low as $4 a serving. 

No matter what they're serving, or how many nights they have to 
make it through with only a brief nap inside the back of the restaurant, 
this is the dream that they created. They live it every day and are thrilled 
to share that delicious, hard-fought dream with the world. m 


LYN 65 
www.lynó65.com 

6439 Lyndale Avenue S. 
Richfield, MN 
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SUT 


Alice 
Model: Jill Dusterhoft 
Charming Alice Costume, HalloweenCostumes.com, $38.99 


Mad Hatter 

Model: Abel Diaz 

Jacket, Ragstock, $12.00 

Vest, Ragstock, $15.00 

Mad Hatter top hat, HalloweenCostumes.com, $24.99 


March Hare 

Model: Tyler Christopher Jay 
Rabbit ears, CostumeRentals, $32.00 
Vest, Ragstock, $15.00 

Bow tie, Amazon, $1.50 

Fur Shawl, Costumes Plus, $14.99 
Watches, Goodwill, $5.00 
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COSTUMES 


Dormouse 

Model: William Cummings 

Mouse ears, Costumes Plus, $11.99 
Vest, Ragstock, $15.00 

Bow tie, Amazon, $1.50 

Gloves, HalloweenCostumes.com, $4.99 


Cheshire Cat 

Model: Philip Johnson 

Cat ears and tail, Costumes Plus, $21.99 
Striped tank top, Amazon, $23.50 

Pants, Models own 


Caterpillar 
Model: Jason Moravec 
Vest, Ragstock, $15.00 
Jeans, Models own 
Hookah, Models own 


White Rabbit 

Model: Mike Hnida 

Rabbit ears, Costumes Plus, $5.99 

Vest, Ragstock, $15.00 

Shorts, Fantasy Gifts, $24.99 

Bow tie, Amazon, $1.50 

Harlequin thigh high stockings, Costumes Plus, $6.99 


Tweedledee & Tweedledum 
Model: José Bueno 

Striped shirt, H&M, $5.95 

Adidas boxer briefs, $16.00 

Bow tie, Amazon, $1.50 

Suspenders, Ragstock, $9.99 

Striped thigh high stockings, Party City, $4.99 


Photography, Costumes, Styling, and Artwork 
by Mike Hnida 
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UNHINGED IN THE HAUNTED BASEMENT 

Now through November 2 

Soap Factory * 514 2nd St. SE, Minneapolis 

Descend into the nightmarish depths of The Soap Factory's Haunted Base- 
ment and explore the terrifying world of Unhinged. An annual tradition 8 
years running, The Haunted Basement is bigger and better than ever with 
2014's Unhinged production. The creative team at The Soap Factory has 
outdone themselves, creating an all-new, terrifying experience for visitors. 
Tickets аге 525-527 per person. www.soapfactory.org for more info. 


LOST SOULS TOUR 

October and last Sunday of each month at 12:30pm 

Wabasha Street Caves ¢ 215 Wabasha St. S., St. Paul 

For one hour you will hear of the different sightings in the Wabasha Street 
Caves. Some were by employees, some by vendors, and even some by guests 
of a wedding. If you have always wanted to know what goes on inside these 
Caves, this is your chance. Walking tour. Limited dates in October. www. 
wabashastreetcaves.com for more info. 


CAVES & GRAVES TOUR 

Weekends in October 

Wabasha Street Caves • 215 Wabasha St. S., St. Paul 

This 2-hour deluxe motor coach tour is designed to give you a shiver and 
not a heart attack. Hear stories of haunted sites, historic murders, visit a 
haunted Cave and learn about the history of a local St. Paul cemetery. Keep 
an eye on your hosts because your tour guide might be a mad nurse, a for- 
tuneteller, or even a vampire! There is also the option to do the Ghosts & 
Graves Tour that does not include going in the caves. Reservations are 
required. www.wabashastreetcaves.com for more info. 


RAMSEY COUNTY SHERIFF'S FRIGHT FARM 

Weekend nights through October 31 * 7-11pm 

Ramsey County Fair Grounds * 2020 White Bear Ave. N., Maplewood 
Do you believe in ghosts? Perhaps seeing is believing. When something 
touches you in the night at the Fright Farm, it could be a performer...or it 
could be something else. Legend says that when the indigent were sent to 
live out their last days at the Poor Farm, some committed suicide while oth- 
ers naturally perished. Either way, their spirits are here to stay. Tickets are 
$10.00. www.frightfarm.org for more info. 


VALLEYSCARE 

Weekend nights through November 1 

Valleyfair * 1 Valleyfair Dr., Shakopee 

Each weekend night through Halloween, Valleyfair morphs into a horror- 
filled nightmare. Not appropriate for patrons below 13 years of age, ValleyS- 
care offers mazes with terrifying creatures around every corner and rides 
thatll haunt your dreams. Not a ride person? Then check out scare zones 
and shows meant to make you shriek. Tickets start at $31.99. www.valleyfair. 
com/haunt for more info. 


SCREAM TOWN 

Weekend nights through November 1 

7410 Highway 212 E, Chaska 

This haunted town is set in a secluded atmosphere surrounded by a for- 
est and cornfield. With the largest corn maze in Minnesota, there are no 
wagons and no tour guides: just you navigating huge haunted attractions. 
Tickets start at $20.00. 

www.screamtown.com for more info. 


DREADWOOD HAUNTED FOREST 

Weekend nights through November 1 * 7:30-10:30pm 

835 County Rd. E., Hudson, WI 

“No hayrides. No escape. No mercy.” An isolated forest outside of Hudson, 
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WI, Dreadwood is not a park surrounded by neighborhoods or filled with 
cabins. When night falls, the darkness is consuming. You MUST stay with 
your guide. There are no side-doors or escape routes — once you have en- 
tered Dreadwood, the only way out is through. Tickets are $12.00. www. 
dreadwoodhaunt.com for more info. 


REAL HAUNTED TOURS 

Weekend nights through November 1 * 5-11pm 

Mounds Theatre * 1029 Hudson Rd., St. Paul 

For one hour you and up to 15 other people will have two experienced para- 
normal investigators walk you through the theatre in near darkness. The 
tour includes several pauses for evidence gathering and invitations for activ- 
ity, so don't forget to bring your camera, voice recorder, or video camera and 
attempt to catch your own evidence! Tickets are $20.00. www.realhaunted- 
tours.com for more info. 


THE HAUNTING EXPERIENCE ON HIGHWAY 61 

Weekend nights through November 1 * Dusk to 11pm 

10900 E Pt. Douglas Rd, Cottage Grove 

Haunting awaits, but there is fun for the entire family. In addition to the three 
haunted events, the family can enjoy carnival games, bonfires, and a dance 
floor and beer tent on the weekends. For those who need a bit more adven- 
ture, take part in the Zombie Hunter Paintball Adventure at an additional 
cost. Attendees should note that the cost is lower this year. Tickets start at 
S17. www.hauntingexperience.com for more info. 


BLACKOUT AT NICKELODEON UNIVERSE 

Weekend nights through October 31 * 5-10pm 

Nickelodeon Universe, Mall of America 

Glow crazy this Blackout! Experience Nickelodeon Universe in a whole new 
way and get your glow on with unlit rides, black lighting, fog effects, a live 
DJ, costume parties, black light t-shirt making, and more! The first 1,000 
ride ticket purchases made after 5 p.m. will receive a FREE treat bag. Valid 
on event nights only. Blackout unlimited ride wristbands are $21.99 + tax. 
www.mallofamerica.com for more info. 


TRAIL OF TERROR 

Weekend nights through November 1 * 7pm-12:30am 

Fri & Sat., 7-11 pm Sundays 

Tickets: $19.95 

The Trail Grounds ® 3525 145th St. W., Shakopee 

Offering numerous attractions, including a three-quarter mile haunted maze 
and a lockdown in which participants are blindfolded, bound to a table, and 
then exposed to smells, sounds and touch that will frighten even the most 
skeptic. www.trailofterrorfest.com for more info. 


NIGHTMARE HALLOW SCREAM PARK AT RUNNING ACES 
October 16-19, 23-26, 29-November 2 • 7-9pm (weekdays) 

or 11pm (weekends) 

Running Aces Harness Park • 15201 Zurich Street NE, Columbus, MN 
Celebrating 23 years of scares, Nightmare Hallow Scream Park is the origi- 
nal haunted house, haunted hayrides, and haunted events experience in the 
north suburbs. The Doom Wagon will take you through haunted trails and 
you'll experience a ride that you won't forget. Tickets start at $14. www. 
nightmarehallowscreampark.com for more info. 


A BITE TO REMEMBER 

October 17, 18 & 25 • 8:30pm 

October 26 е lpm 

Nonna Rosa's * 4168 W. Broadway Ave., Robbinsdale 

Your name is on the guest list for this social event of the year. A costume 
party like no other, you'll be submersed in musical madness, plots and twists 
to make your tummy turn. Join in for delectable food, delirious laughs, devil- 


ish fun and a chance to solve a mystery. A murder mystery you ask? Well 
perhaps. Of course, vampires are already dead...aren't they? Take a seat if 
you dare, and experience *A Bite To Remember." $40 per person, $35 per 
person for matinee. Includes four course dinner and show. Cash bar, tax, and 
gratuity are additional. Reservations are encouraged. 763-537-3700 or www. 
nonnarosaswinebar.com for reservations and more info. 


WOOF 'N' TREAT HALLOWEEN PARTY 

October 25 * 11am-2pm 

The Shops at Excelsior & Grand е 3730 Grand Way, St. Louis Park 
'This free event is for pooches and people of all ages, and features a dog 
costume contest, hayrides, dog games, and fun for the whole family. www. 
woofntreat.com for more info. 


ANOKA GRAND DAY HALLOWEEN PARADE 

October 25 * 1pm 

Main St., Anoka 

Anoka is believed to be the first city in the United States to put on a Hal- 
loween celebration meant to divert its youngsters from partaking in more 
tricks than treats. This year's theme is Retro and, although dressing up in 
Halloween attire is encouraged, gore and blood are not allowed. www.anoka- 
halloween.com for more info. 


FAMILY EQUALITY COUNCIL FAMILY HALLOWEEN PARTY 
October 25 * 2-5pm 

Location: TBA 

Join in the fun for the annual Halloween Family Day Party, a family-friendly 
way to enjoy the season while connecting with old and new friends from the 
area! Don't miss games, arts and crafts, and fun-filled activities for the whole 
family. Dress in your best costume if you want to participate in the costume 
contest. www.familyequality.org for location and more info. 


FLIP PHONE: HOCUS POCUS 

October 30 • 9:30pm 

Honey Bar * 205 E. Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 

Flip Phone does Halloween. Get your costumes ready for a witchingly good 
time. Details were still being put together when we went to press, so search 
“Flip Phone: Hocus Pocus” on Facebook for updated info. 


EAGLEBOLTBAR HALLOWEEN 

October 31-November 2 

eagleBOLTbar • 515 Washington Ave. S., Minneapolis 

It will be a wild Halloween weekend hosted by Lucy Stoole. Friday, it's Hal- 
loween Costume Contest at Midnight. Saturday, it’s Super Hero Underwear 
Costume Contest, Underwear Night, and Eagle Uniform Contest. Finish 
your Halloween weekend on Sunday with Showtunes Costume Contest and 
Beer Bust. www.eagleboltbar.com for more info. 


HALLOWEEN AT LUSH 

October 31 

Lush * 990 Central Ave., NE Minneapolis 

Head over to Northeast Minneapolis for their annual costume contest with 
prizes, and enjoy great music and videos. www.lushfoodbar.com for more info. 


THE SALOON'S HALLOWEEN 

October 31 

The Saloon * 830 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 

Whether Halloween is an excuse to be sexy or scary, The Saloon invites you 
to strut your stuff. Costume contests and lots of hot bodies. Now that’s my 
kind of Halloween. www.saloonmn.com for more info. 


HALLOWEEN AT 19 BAR 

October 31 * Judging starts at 11pm 

19 Bar * 19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis 

Costume contest with great prizes. There's never a cover charge, so head to 


the 19 Bar and show what you got. Judging starts at 11pm and winners are 
announced at midnight. www.19bar.itgo.com for more info. 


HALLOWEEN AT THE TOWN HOUSE 

October 31 

Town House * 1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 

The Town House has a bevvy of things going on Halloween evening. The 
night starts off with Bingo from 6-9pm. After Bingo, it's DJ Shannon Blow- 
torch at 9pm, performances by Xavier, Sweetpea, Damien, Vivienne, Noctur- 
na, and emceed by Nadine Dubois. Costume contest with first place getting 
$200 cash and $150 gift certificate to Smitten Kitten. $6 cover charge. www. 
townhousebar.com for more info. 


HALLOWEEN AT THE GAY 90'S 

Feargazm 

October 31 - November 1 

Gay 90's * 408 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 

The 90's Halloween will scare the piss out of you! Tour Feargazm, which 
is located in the 90's bar entrance on 4" St. Costume contests Friday and 
Saturday nights at the stroke of midnight in the LaFemme Bar. www.gay90s. 
com for more info. 


A SOBER HALLOWEEN 

October 31 * 8pm-12am 

Twin Cities Leather & Latte * 2717 Hennepin Ave. S., Minneapolis 
Looking for a festive alternative to Halloween at the bars? Dress up in your 
favorite costume and head to Twin Cities Leather & Latte where they'll be 
"whipping" up (sorry, I couldn't help myself) a sober Halloween. They'll be 
plenty of snacks, candy, fellowship & more. It's all part of their "Community 
First" mission. www.twincitiesleather.com for more info. 


HALLOWEEN BENEFIT FOR IN THE HEART OF THE BEAST 
PUPPET AND MASK THEATRE 

October 31 * 9pm - 2am 

Muse Event Center • 107 3rd Ave. N., Minneapolis 

Muse will be transformed into a magical world of giant puppets and pro- 
fessional grade theatrical backdrops by the expert team from Heart of the 
Beast. A variety of giant puppets, up to 30 feet tall, will be artfully brought 
to life by legions of performers and puppeteers. Costumes for guests will be 
encouraged, along with the chance to dance, interact, and be photographed 
with the larger-than-life puppets. Full bar service will be available. 


CURATOR'S HALLOWEEN COCKTAIL TOUR 

October 31 * 6-7pm and 7:30-8:30pm 

American Swedish Institute * 2600 Park Ave., Minneapolis 
Creaking doors, sudden bursts of cold air, unattended pianos spontaneously 
playing tunes... Is the Turnblad Mansion haunted? Curator Curt Pederson 
will share stories compiled by staff and visitors who have experienced run- 
ins with the supernatural over the years. As you explore the Turnblad Man- 
sion at night, you will also hear ghostly evidence collected by the Twin Cit- 
ies Paranormal Society during an investigation last fall. Two handcrafted 
Halloween cocktails will be served by FIKA on this hour-long tour. This is 
a 21+ tour. Costumes encouraged. Cost: $30 (includes two cocktails). Space 
is limited and tours will sell out quickly. Reserve your spot today by calling 
612-871-4907 or visiting www.asimn.org. 


HOWL-O-WEEN 

October 31 ¢ 4:30-7:30pm 

Mall of America Rotunda 

Calling all Ghouls and Boys! Grab your Mummies and Daddies and join us as 
we celebrate all that is Halloween. Come dressed in your АП Hallows Eve best 
as you scour the Mall for sweet treats at participating retailers. After you've 
gotten your candy fix, head into Nickelodeon Universe for a one-of-a-kind 
experience at Blackout: Glow Crazy! Enjoy discounted ride tickets and a 
fang-tastic selection of free activities! www.mallofamerica.com for more info. № 
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Lavender connected with local Twin Cities theaters to 

create Halloween costume ideas based on some of their 
upcoming productions or current events circulating 
around popular culture. Each theater 
the costumes, but also contributed ' 
anyone looking to recreate the MN 
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HALLOWEEN GETS THEATRICAL: > % z _ 
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Pillsbury House Theatre 


Produced by Shane Lueck 
Written by Kelsye Gould for Pillsbury House Theatre " 
Models: Dustin Bronson (T-Rex), Manny (Pineapple General) ^^” 


Pillsbury House produced Chicago Avenue Projectin which there are plenty of characters for kids and adults alike for Halloween (or just any day you want to dress 
like a T-Rex). The latest offerings from Pillsbury House Theatre can be found at www.pillsburyhouseandtheatre.org. 


T-Rex 

Originally designed by Nathan Christopher 

Materials: Foam mattress pad, needle and thread, scissors or utility knife, spray paint, permanent marker, green oven mitts, green shirt, khaki pants 

How-to: The dinosaur head and tail are made from an old foam mattress pad that's hand sewn into shape and spray painted. You can add texture to the foam with a utility knife, and add 
details such as the eyes with the permanent marker. 


Pineapple General 

Originally designed by Mandi Johnson 

Materials: Old stocking hat, foam cubes, green sheets of crafting foam, toilet paper tube, hot glue gun, yellow spray paint, camo jacket or shirt, cardboard cut-outs of fruit, velcro 
How-to: The pineapple hat is made by gluing chunks of foam around the base of an old stocking cap. Spray paint the foam and hat yellow. For the top husk part, cut out long leaf-like 
strips of crafting foam and use a hot-glue gun to attach them around a toilet paper tube. Glue the husk to the top of the hat. Attach the fruit to the jacket or tee-shirt with Velcro. 
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Visit our Facebook page 
Big Gay Moose Softball Team 


Beat the rush, 
call now! 


MINNESOTA 
LEANING 
LEFT... 


Listen at 
AM950radio.com 
or on our App 


Not just your ordinary 
HALLOWEEN SHOP 


Simply put ... you wont find a 
larger selection of Costumes and 
costume accessories anywhere. !!! №8 
www.costumes-plus.com 


el. (651)-748-1185 we're celebrating our 20th anniversary! 
2839 White Bear Ave. N Maplewood, MN 


Creating LIFESTYLE 


BEFORE 


1 20 Ё: 
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HALLOWEEN GETS THEATRICAL 


Brave New Workshop 


Produced by Shane Lueck 

Written by Katy McEwen for Brave New Workshop 
Models: Andy Hilbrands (Matthew McConaughey) 
and Lauren Anderson (Ruth Bader Ginsburg). 


Brave New Workshop created costumes that 
spoofed Matthew and Ruth as a bit of humor 
directed at pop culture. The two are favorite 
characters in the GLBT community this past 
year thanks to The Dallas Buyers Club and the 
overturn of DOMA by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. Although Matthew and Ruth won't 
be appearing on stage at Brave New Workshop, 
audiences can peruse the theater season at 
www.bravenewworkshop.com. 


Matthew McConaughey 
Left all of your shirts at the cleaners this Halloween? 
Then this Matthew McConaughey ensemble is the 
perfect choice for you! All you need is a vest, a mullet, 
and an “I just woke up naked on the beach in a pile of 
Brazilian bikini models" attitude and you're good to go. 
Add buttless chaps and a drum circle to take your look 
to the next level. Alright, alright, alright, indeed. 


The Honorable Judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
If you love freedom and a topknot so tight you'll be able 
to see into the future, this Ruth Bader Ginsburg costume 
will fit the Bill...of Rights! One trip to the "Suffocating 
Frilly Blouse" section of Savers and a late-night B & E 
session into your old high school choir room and you're 
almost ready to pass swift and righteous judgment. All 
YOU need to bring to the table is a scathing disdain for 
stomping on the reproductive rights of women in the 
name of sweet baby Jesus, and you're good to go. 
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Pets Are Inn provides a unique 


pet lodging alternative for those 
who may feel uncomfortable 
leaving their furry family 
member at a kennel or with 
friends or relatives. 


St. Paul 

651-292-8933 
Mpls-Dwtn, North & NW 
763-544-4104 


South & South West 
952-837-1877 


* Serving Twin Cities Since 1982 
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Work as an 
Advertising 
Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media. 


Great 
Commission! 
Fun working | 
environment! 
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HALLOWEEN GETS THEATRICAL 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 


Produced by Shane Lueck 
Written by Jessica Petrie for the Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Models: Alan Post (Leg Lamp), Mike Linnemann (FRAGILE Box), Toby (Pink Bunny) 


Modeled after the items in the Ordway's upcoming holiday production of 

A Christmas Story: The Musical, the leg lamp and FRAGILE box make for the 
perfect couple's costume for a pair with a good sense of humor. Throw in a 
friendly dog and pink bunny costume and your friends will be shouting, 
"You'll shoot your eye out!,” "I double-dog dare you!" and "Fra-gi-le. 

It must be Italian!" 


FRAGILE Box 

1. Find a large cardboard box and tape one end closed (leave the other end open for the legs). 

2. Cut a hole in the middle of the taped end large enough for your head to fit through. Cut arm holes on either side of the box. 

3. Cover the entire box with Con-Tact paper with a wood grain design. Cut out the paper where you placed the head and arm holes. 
4. Draw straight vertical lines 4-5 inches apart down the length of the box to look like individual boards. 

5. Using stencils, paint on the words "FRAGILE" and "THIS SIDE UP." 


Leg Lamp 

1. Using yellow satin fabric and an "easy" pattern, sew together a basic dress with a flowy skirt. If you don't have sewing skills, find a simple yellow dress and add triangle panels on 
either side using fabric glue to make the hem wider. 

2. Measure up 3 inches from the bottom edge of the skirt and sew in a long strip of fabric to act as a tie. Do this around the entire inside of the skirt every 6-8 inches. 

3. Attach black fringe using thread or glue around the bottom of the entire skirt. 

4. Use the ties from Step 2to secure a hula hoop to the underside of the skirt. If your skirt is larger than the hula hoop, gradually take in the fabric until it fits snugly. 

5. Throw on a pair of black high heels and fishnet stockings. 


A Christmas Story: The Musical runs November 29 through December 28 at the Ordway Center for the Performing Arts. For tickets, visit www.ordway.org. 
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Electric Fetus 
Music & Gifts 


Halloween Sale 
2 0% off* 


storewide 
Oct. 29 - Nov. 2 
стр 
tus 
2000 4th Ave. S. 


Mpis 612.870.9300 
www.efetus.com 


*restrictions apply; see store for details 


What if | am 
allergic to 
my owner? 


(Does she need to move out?) 


Pet / / 
Dermatolog i 


усы! X 


PetDermatologyClinic. com 


LARPENTEUR ANIMAL HOSPITAL 7 % 


"Because Our Pets are Family" | 
Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 


© o iJ 
; EO. 
1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. 


651-487-3712 * larpenteuranimalhospital.com 


Free First Exam 


Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 
Dr. Christy Hutchins 


Take PRIDE in your PET! Enroll them in one of our 
PAW Plans for a happy and healthy life! 


Scelte Hills 


Back by popular demand! We are delighted 
to welcome Don Livingston to the organ to 
accompany this year's silent movie. For more 
details, check out our website. Bring a friend! 


HENNEPIN 


avenue united methodist ch u rch : О rg 


511 groveland avenue 
minneapolis, mn 55403 phone 612-871-5303 
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PET COSTUES 


e» 


Gift Ideas from 


SHANE LUECK 


1. Bumble Bee 

$7.99 

PetSmart 
www.petsmart.com 

Just like dogs and cats, you 
can dress your guinea pig (or 
other small animals) up so he 
can partake in the Halloween 
festivities. Show off your 
little busy bee to the trick-or- 
treaters. 


2. Dapper Dog 

$16.99 

Party City 

www.partycity.com 

This dapper dog is dipped in 
dignity! If you happen to have 
two dogs, get two costumes 
and they can be a set of 
grooms. Bridal costumes are 
also available if two brides are 
more fitting. 


и 


3. Dorothy 

$15.99 
HalloweenCostumes.com 
www.halloweencostumes.com 
With classic blue gingham, 
like the kind Dorothy wore, 
Toto will feel right at home 
bringing your furry little friend 
on the next adventure on 

the Yellow Brick Road. Get 
your friends' dogs together 
for a group costume as all of 
Dorothy's friends are available 
as costumes as well. 


4. Green Lantern 

$9.00 

Etsy: laMarmotaCafe 
www.etsy.com/shop/ 
laMarmotaCafe 

Protectors of peace and 
justice, they are called the 
Green...Hamsters? Why leave 
your little friend spinning in a 
wheel all day when he could 
be fighting crime? 


5. Kitty Up Cowboy 

$9.99 

Petco 

www.petco.com 

This Halloween, let your cat 
appear as if they are a cowboy 
kitty. Your feline will gallop 
through the crowd with this 
mouse cowboy along for 
the ride. Secures easily with 
velcro straps. 
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FET COSTUES 


Gift Ideas from 


SHANE LUECK 


1. Lion 
$18.99 
Target 
www.target.com 
Imagine the joy you'll have 
dressing your pooch up 
as a large feline. King of 
the Jungle? Or King of the 
Doghouse? If only you could —— 
read Fido's thoughts. 
2. Princess Leia 
$10.00 
Etsy: PamperedBeardies 
www.etsy.com/shop/ 
pamperedbeardies 
Giving your bearded dragon 
some dragon wings? Cliché. 
Turning her into Princess Leia? 
Now that'll win you some 
points. 


3. Pup-A-Razzi Pop 
Sensation 

$19.99 

Party City 
www.partycity.com 

Help your dog avoid a "Bad 
Romance" with this Gaga- 
inspired ensemble, complete 
with glasses, wig, and 
bodysuit. 


4. Spider Hat 

$20.76 

Etsy: turvytopsy 
www.etsy.com/shop/ 
turvytopsy 

Who says Halloween has to 
be campy? Although campy 
is fun, sometimes a touch of 
class is necessary. Dress up 
your bunny in this top hat 
and watch visitors "Ooh" and 
“Aah.” 


5. Unicorn 

$44.99 

Wish Pony 
www.wishpony.com 

What horse doesn't dream of 
being a unicorn? Wish Pony 
debuted their trademarked 
unicorn browband in 2005 and 
the quality and demand has 
never gone down since. 
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SINEAD O'CONNOR 
I'm Not Bossy, I’m the Boss 

Here's a surprise. I really haven't 
paid much attention to O'Connor over the 
years, except for the occasional "she did 
what?" kind of news report. So this album 
absolutely knocked me off my feet. What- 
ever eccentricities O'Connor has shown 
over the years, she can still bring the 
songs, as she showcases a fierce commit- 
ment to herself and her beliefs through- 
out this album. The only flaw is that a lot 
ofthe vocals are double- or multi-tracked, 
muddying O'Connor's still impressive 
set of pipes. Apart from that, the album 
moves from strength to strength, with 
defiant declarations like "How About I 
Be Me" and "Take Me To Church" shar- 
ing space with the more meditative "The 
Voice of My Doctor" and "Streetcars." It's 
a brilliant set by a seemingly lost artist. 


OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | ON THE RECORD | BY ED HUYCK 


FKA TWIGS 
LP1 

This Brit with the awkward name 
(the FKA means "formally known as") ar- 
rives as an exciting young turk (in fact, 
her label is called Young Turks) with a 
set of spooky, moody tunes that tie into 
plenty of different strains of pop, R&B, 
and hip hop. These are spare tunes, of 
ten created with just beats and some bits 
of electronic music. The focus is given 
over to FKA twigs' fluid, ethereal (re- 
ally, she could sing in a Cocteau Twins 
tribute band) voice. It's an arresting mix, 
especially when so much pop music is in- 
terested in beating the listener over the 
head with distracting noise. Something 
tells me this will be the perfect album for 
cold winter days, but it sounds great in 
summer as well. 


IMOGEN HEAP 
Sparks 

The always exploratory artist pushes 
high concept to a, well, higher level this 
time around. The 14 songs here have been 
created and assembled over the past few 
years, starting with aural seeds contribut- 
ed from different fans. These modern-day 
field recordings-a dishwasher, a burning 
match-have been used to build up a re- 
markably complex set of songs. It makes 
for a beguiling and engaging listen that is 
one part Laurie Anderson and the rest all 
Heap. Check out the layers that are built 
up in "The Listening Chair," especially as 
the abstract verses turn over to a more 
tuneful and compelling chorus. You can 
hear that throughout this album, as un- 
expected delights emerge at the oddest 
times and from the most obtuse angles. 


BASEMENT JAXX 
Junto 

This funky British duo make their first 
full-length appearance in five years (and 
first significant contribution since the 
wonderful Attack the Block soundtrack) 
with a joyful set of tunes primed to toss 
everything into the kitchen sink and let 
it all mix together. The pair provides tons 
of wild, dance-laden beats for the various 
guest singers, rappers and other artists to 
play with from beginning to end. There’s 
a lot of musical steam here (in fact, one 
set of lyrics has the guest singer spell- 
ing out “S-W-E-A-T”) that pushes the lis- 
tener-even in the confines of their car on 
a sticky rush-hour drive-to want to move 
and dance. This may get you some looks 
on a Friday afternoon, but who cares? 
This is too much fun. № 


ANDREW 


BEN CHENG 
WHISHAW  PEI PEI 


"YOU SHOULDNT 
EVEN THINK OF 
MISSING THIS FILM!” 


LAVENDER MAGAZINE 


Lilt ng 
WRITIEN AND DIRECTED BY 
HONG KHAOU 


КЕЕ 


ЕЗ ШіпоМоуе | www.strandreleasing.com 


STARTS FRIDAY, 


OCTOBER 10 . ` 
1 WEEK ONLY! Edina Cinema 


MORVEN NAOMI w 
LEUNG CHRISTIE CHRISTIE 


YouR SPROCKET 
RotoR CAMS ARE 
SHOT, BRO. 


TURBO TIM’S 


ANYTHING AUTOMOTIVE 


Dr. Isaac Bar, DMD 
952-474-7057 


Dentist Minnetonka | Cosmetic Dental Office | Family Dentist MN | Minnetonka Dental 


Cosmetic Restorations е Root Canals е Dental Implants e Clear Braces 
Most Dental Insurance Accepted 


Near HWY 101 and 7 IN Minnetonka 17909 Delton Ave., Minnetonka MN 55345  www.minnetonkadental.com 
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BAR & CLUBS 


BAROMETER 


BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


The Town House Celebrates 45th GLBT Anniversary 


Owner Holly Monnett Marks 40th Anniversary 


'This year is a dual celebration for The Town House in St. Paul. It's the 
bar's 45th GLBT anniversary. As well, it’s owner Holly Monnett's 40th 
anniversary at the bar. 

In the fall of 1969, straight owner Emmett Jewell turned The Town 
House into a GLBT bar. That year, too, was historic both locally and na- 
tionally. On May 18, 1969, Fight Repression of Erotic Expression (FREE), 
Minnesota's first GLBT organization, was founded. On June 27, 1969, the 
Stonewall Riot in New York City catalyzed GLBT liberation worldwide. 
The Town House is now St. Paul's oldest GLBT bar. 

August 1 is an auspicious date for Monnett. On August 1, 1974, she 
began her tenure at The Town House, moving quickly from barback to 
bartender to manager by 1976. On August 1, 1987, she bought the bar 
from Jewell, who suddenly died shortly after on September 30. She's 
now the only gay woman who is proprietor of a local GLBT bar. 

On October 25, the Town House will host a gala party throughout 
the day and night to celebrate its 45th anniversary. Beginning at 3 p.m. 
is a special Old Timer's Party, with a DJ playing favorite oldies. YOLO 
performs 3-6:30 p.m.. Chef Larry's famous buffet will then be served. Jen 
Mink, a police officer with the St. Paul Police Mounted Patrol Founda- 
tion, will be in the parking lot next to the bar with two trained horses 
and merchandise as a fund-raiser for the organization. At 9 p.m., Lori 
Dokken will play in the Lounge. The main event is a show starting at 
9:45 p.m., hosted by Mary Brewster, featuring a cavalcade of female im- 


personators, including Dotti West, Miss Toast of the Town House 2014. 

Monnett sums up The Town House's 45th-anniversary success story 
this way: "Throughout our long history, we've continually been able to 
change with the times." 


TOWNBDUSE BAR 


рела 


The Town House owner Holly Monnett at the beautiful main bar. 
Photo by George Holdgrafer 


TOWN HOUSE 

1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 
(651) 646-7087 
www.townhousebar.com 


ENJOY OUR- OUTDOOR HEATED SMOKING PATIO 
JUKEBOX • VIDEO GAMES • 756 POOL TABLES ® PINBALL • DARTS • PULL TABS 
ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES • OPEN: MON.-FRI. 3 PM-2 AM • SAT.-SUN. 1 РМ-2 AM 
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(оте Contest 


Judging © 11pm 


Winners Announced @ Midnight 
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Singles Pool TOURNAMENT 
Sunday, October 19 • 4 РМ 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 
proud Serving Our у Since 1952 
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SPORTS | PLAYING FOR THE OTHER TEAM | BY NELL GELHAUS 


Blaine Hanson, "Our Kid" 


The Iron Range. Where the boys drive 
truck (and no, truck is not meant to be plural; 
"drivin' truck" is its own verb), play hockey, 
and chew tobacco. Where the winters are 
harsh, even for Minnesota. Where many who 
stay still work in the mines, the region's eco- 
nomic mainstay. Not exactly the sort of place 
that might seem a safe haven for a young gay 
kid to come of age, and so it certainly surpris- 
es me that Blaine Hanson conveys the self- 
assuredness I'd expect from someone much 
older than twenty-three. And someone much 
longer out of the closet than he has been. 

Blaine speaks to me about his path to self- 
discovery with a quiet confidence, and what 
I planned as a 20-minute phone conversation 
turns into an hour, because I'm in awe of the 
positivity of his experience, and bolstered from 
the hope he gives me. 

I was introduced to Blaine via email, by his 
advisor, Angie Nichols, who is currently the Di- 
rector of GLBT Services at UM-Duluth, where 
Blaine is a senior Psychology major. Blaine 
brought back two gold medals in Powerlifting 
from the 2014 Gay Games in Cleveland, and as 
impressive as that is, I find his story, and how 
he got there, even more so. 

Blaine definitely looks the part of a pow- 
erlifter: all shoulders, chest, biceps, and fore- 
arms. A former track star in high school, he 
dropped out of team sports like football be- 
cause he felt he didn't fit into the cliques that 
accompanied the high school sporting world. 
He knew early on that he was hiding a secret, 
and like many in that situation, suffered from 
depression on and off. 

"You know that feeling when you're at a 
party in a room filled with people, and you still 
feel alone?" 

Blaine describes Virginia, Minnesota, as a 
place where everybody knew everything about 
everyone else, and said it made being himself 
difficult. He began powerlifting in his senior 
year of high school at the encouragement of 
John Tini, his weightlifting coach and mentor. 
Powerlifting kept him motivated and built con- 
fidence. Upon graduating, he had a brief stint 
in community college, until his anxiety became 
such that he sat his parents down in the family 
living room, and let them know he was gay. He 
credits his dad, a social worker, and his mom, 


GAY 
GAMES` 


GAY 


GAMES 
2014 со 


Photo courtesy of Blaine Hanson 


aretired healthcare professional, with being in- 
credibly supportive from day one. 

"The more open I was with everyone, the 
better I felt about myself." 

Transferring to UM-Duluth made life even 
easier Hanson experienced Duluth Pride, 
and became a member of the GLBT group on 
campus, the Queer and Allied Student Union 
(QASU). He immediately began living life au- 
thentically, as an out gay man. Angie Nichols 
was relieved. 

"That makes me feel really hopeful that the 
climate has indeed changed for GLBT people on 
the UMD campus. I've felt the transformation 
over time (14 years that I've been here); so it 
feels good to know that a student can come here 
and know they belong, and can thrive socially 
and academically. That's important to me." 

It was Nichols who mentioned the Gay 
Games to Blaine. Once aware of the powerlift- 
ing event, he was on a mission to compete, with 
Nichols and the rest of the Duluth community 
stepping up to help fund his trip. Nichols says it 
was easy to make the decision to rally the troops. 

“I am proud of him because he believed in 
himself and committed to competing in the Gay 
Games. He said he would have to be “п train- 
ing mode' immediately and that's what he did. 


When I see passion in someone, I join them." 

QASU sponsored a bake sale and made a 
few hundred dollars in a day. The Main Club 
owner, Bob Jansen, also agreed to host an 
event. Says Nichols, “We had a night at the bar 
that we advertised locally where people could 
take photos with Blaine. We made buttons 
ahead of time. I sent Jansen photos of Blaine 
that I took in the gym on campus, and we sold 
those buttons at the bar like soccer mom but- 
tons to support their kid. In some ways, Blaine 
was our kid and we all bought buttons to send 
him to compete and represent us." 

Nichols also reached out to the Dean of 
Blaine's college, Dr. Jill Pinkney-Pastrana, to 
inform her of his mission. "She found the funds 
to top off the budget to get him to Cleveland 
and back. So yes, this was a campus and com- 
munity effort." 

Blaine is quick to say how much he appre- 
ciates and understands the magnitude of the 
community and school support he felt. “They 
raised over $1200 to get me to the Games. I 
wouldn't have been able to make the trip a re- 
ality without the support of Angie Nichols and 
the community at large. And it was an amazing 
experience." 

Blaine also tells me with pride that Duluth 
is listed as one of the top 25 GLBT friendly col- 
lege campuses in the country. A quick internet 
search verified this news. I ask Angie Nichols 
if Duluth has always been so open. 

"That's something that has been worked for. 
If there is one thing I hope that I've taught stu- 
dents in the QASU over the years, it's that we 
need to care, we need to care deeply and respon- 
sibly about each other. Each and every one of 
us has something to offer, we are invaluable to 
one another, we are interdependent and no one 
should have to feel alone or isolated, ever. It's 
unacceptable. Our job is to reach out, welcome 
each other in our queer and allied communities, 
and be willing to walk the journey together." 

She's right. I remember one detail vividly 
from my 20-minute-turned-hourlong phone 
chat with Blaine Hanson. He quietly said that 
he knows that not every gay kid makes it 
through the rough formative years. If UM-Du- 
luth has proven anything, it's that if every kid 
is “our kid," we can empower many more role 
models like Blaine. Ш 
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Hoping to Adopt? 
LifeLong Adoptions is a premier 
adoption center specializing 
in domestic infant adoptions 
for the LGBT community. Start 


your adoption journey today 
with LifeLong! 


888.829.0891 


www.lifelongadoptions.com 
Fl /LifeLongAdoptionsinc 


E Ürange is the New Black, 
doesn’t mean it’s your color. 


- Goldberg 
^, Bail Bonde с 


5 612-333-8111 40 


Our Family Helping Yours for Over 100 Years 
444 S. 4th Street Minneapolis, MN 55415 ` 


The Secret to Getting Great Abs... 
No Sweat! 


v No more sit-ups or crunches 

v Work all the core muscles at once 

v Increase your metabolism 

v Reduce weight 200% faster than 
diet and exercise alone 


Contour: 
Learn how at: 


www.contouroutlet.com/lavender 
enter code LAV15 at checkout for 15% off 


We are where you 
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Your health. Your healthcare system. 


Hennepin County 
Medical Center 
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BY SHANE ШЕСК 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


LIVES 


"| grew up in a house where 
it was made very clear that be- 
ing gay wasn't an option. | was 
raised Catholic. | was told not 
to hold my hands a certain way 
and forced into sports. | knew 
being gay wasn't going to be ac- 
cepted. | thought | was the only 
gay person in my town. It was a 
very, very scary time for me." 

Although Jon Derek Cro- 
teau, EdD, grew up in the '80s 
and '90s without any gay role 
models, his opening statements 
over the phone are reminiscent 
of countless stories of youth 
today. He continued: 

"| was praying to God to help 
it not be so. | started realizing | 
had feelings for my best friend 
and | felt shame and guilt and de- 
spair—it wasn't a happy occasion. 
It wasn't something | thought was 
normal. You have to remember, I 
thought it was a sin in my church. 
It was intense and scary." 

Growing up, Croteau said 
he never truly felt he could 
express himself, mostly due to 
his oppressive father, who he 
describes as the "oil to his wa- 


ter." Croteau recounted that his 
earliest memories of his father 
were "entangled with fear and 
anxiety," as Croteau struggled 
to fit the mold that his father 
tried to force him into: that of a 
macho athlete. While Croteau 
gravitated toward theater, his 
father's rules prevented him 
from auditioning in any play. 
At the time, Croteau had just 
discovered Whitney Houston 
and Tracy Chapman and was 
lip-synching in his bedroom so 
his dad couldn't hear him. When 
he would have much rather 
been doing theater and choir, 
his father was a volunteer coach 
for three sports and pushed him 
into playing. “1 absolutely hated 
it. When | was playing football, 
| was always getting caught 
watching the girls cheerleading 
rather than playing the sport. 
| was never allowed to fully 
explore those things. My sister 
says | would have made an ex- 
cellent dancer or ice skater." 
“Му dad thought that a 
contact sport would make me 
‘tougher’ and would get me 


into better shape,” Croteau 
said. “4175 good for you,’ he'd 
say. ‘It'll make you a real man.’ 
These microaggressions 
aimed at invalidating Croteau’s 
sexuality were common ut- 
terances from his father. Each 
year, countless men and women 
struggle with their own sexual 
identities. The decision to keep 
this knowledge private, bury- 
ing one’s true self underneath 
feelings of inadequacy or fear 
of rejection from society, family, 
and friends, can trigger an inter- 
nal war for the individual with 
potentially dangerous results. 
Quite often, suicide and self- 
abuse become the only escape 
from the emotional stress he or 
she carries. This toll was all too 
common for Croteau who took 
his suffering to the ultimate level. 
In his teenage years Jon 
started realizing the truth about 
himself: “1 was petrified that 
everyone would know what was 
‘wrong’ with me, as if some sort 
of plague was marked on my 
head or they would be able to 
somehow see it in my eyes that | 
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was gay." 

The confusion of his 
thoughts and feelings drove Jon 
mad, eventually pushed him to 
the edge. He could not handle 
“the thought of being gay,” 
and his self-hatred caused him 
to attempt suicide, only to be 
saved by a family member. Like 
many homosexuals in denial, 
Croteau attempted to suppress 
the urge to be his true self but 
was unable to do so. He said, 
would have rather died than be 
gay at the time. I’m happily mar- 
ried and | love who | am now, 
but at the time when | realized 
| couldn't change myself, | defi- 
nitely had a plan that was foiled 
by my sister.” 

"| didn't prepare a note—l 
wanted to disappear for good," 
Croteau said. He prepared to 
asphyxiate himself by run- 
ning his Bronco in his family's 
garage, but was saved by his 
sister before he suffered any 
physical effects. 

But it wasn't long before his 
self-hatred manifested itself in 
other ways. Croteau's father 
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was obsessed with his vision of 
perfection, according to Croteau. 
Constantly telling Croteau and 
his two siblings that they were 
chubby and out of shape, his 
father often forced his children 
to do pushups and situps. 

"Food was an enemy for us," 
said Croteau, who developed an 
array of eating disorders through- 
out his adolescent years that he 
described as a "symptom of his 
own self-hatred." Croteau's eat- 
ing disorder began not long after 
high school. He went off to attend 
college, terrified that everyone 
would discover his secret: his 
sexuality. “I didn't want anyone to 
know,” he said. "That's when | left 
college and took a year off and 
moved back in with my parents. 
| think that was a subconscious 
way to get back at the criticisms 
of my father to attempt to make 
me straight.” 

When Croteau left college 
and came home, he ended up 
starting to cut fat out of his diet. 
He said, “What | saw in my 
reflection, and what was forever 
imprinted in my mind, was a 
pear-shaped chubby person. 
| loathed my Humpty Dumpty 
figure, the one I'd inherited 
from my dad—skinny legs and 
an oversized, flabby torso." 

He soon developed a deadly 
routine of starvation, exercise, 
and running to the point of 
withering away. Yet his anorexia 
had another disturbing pur- 
pose—to starve the "gayness" 
out. Jon was so disgusted and 
ashamed of who he is that he 
felt compelled to punish himself 
and force the thoughts and feel- 
ings out by physical exertion. 
He tortured himself because he 
believed he deserved it—and 
had no intention of stopping. 

“When l was at my worst 
| was down to 0 g of fat con- 
sumption and | was running 
from 12 to 14 miles a day. It was 
pretty intense and | basically cut 
everything else out of my life to 
devote to the eating disorder. I 
didn't know that consciously at 
the time, but | think it brought 
me asexuality in some ways. | 
didn't deal with anyone, | stayed 
pure and chaste. | think | used 
anorexia as a way to ensure that 
no one else could really love me. 
While running, | didn't have to 


describe my feelings of despair 
to anyone there. | didn't have to 
think about being different." 

When he began running in the 
late winter of 1995, Croteau had 
no idea that he was launching 
a war on himself and his body. 
At first he couldn't even run a 
mile. His first time was during a 
late-March wintery mix of rain 
and sleet and snow, he could 
barely run for extended periods 
of time, having never run long 
distances before. At first a mile 
took 20 minutes, then 15, and 
then 12. He said, "I ran every day 
with determination, and when 
it hurt, | knew it was working. 
Eventually one mile became two, 
then five, then eight, and then 10. 
When | noticed that my suit pants 
for work were becoming looser 
around my waist, | made the 
connection that it was the result 
of running and controlling what | 
was eating. It's working!" 

"The inner dialogue began 
in my head. | wondered how 
many miles | could run without 
stopping. | wondered how few 
fat grams | could consume and 
still run six miles. Half-hours ex- 
tended to 50 minutes. Fifty min- 
utes grew to an hour. An hour 
became 75 minutes. l'd run in 
the rain, during thunderstorms, 
at 5 in the morning, and at 11 at 
night, oftentimes both. It didn't 
matter; nothing could stop me. I 
never missed a day." 

As it got warmer with the 
changing seasons, he began run- 
ning in the middle of the day, dur- 
ing the midday heat in attempts 
to burn as much fat as possible. 
Stride after stride, he made his 
way through the winding roads of 
his hometown of Andover. The in- 
ner dialogue about fat grams and 
running became more obsessive 
and possessive. 

He said, "Once | began a run 
and set a goal of 10 miles, | felt 
free; no one could stop me or tell 
me no. Simultaneously | felt like 
| had to finish or else | was a fail- 
ure. In essence, | was a slave to 
the road, to the sun burning my 
back like a whip. By reducing my 
fat intake to zero and running for 
an hour at a time, | knew that Га 
destroy every fat cell that existed 
in my body. | had commenced 
an all-out attack on the demon 
inside me that made me feel that 


way: my homosexuality. With the 
strategy that combined running 

and starving, | was sure to waste 
away and starve the gay within." 

He kept running, sometimes 
aimlessly, sometimes endlessly, 
away from what was going on 
inside. If he missed a day, Cro- 
teau felt incomplete. According to 
him, he felt as if he were doomed 
and God was going to punish 
him even more. "All the while, 
as | obsessed about the running, 
| became more intent on eating 
nothing more than just soup for 
lunch. Лат а sinner, and this is 
my penance,’ | told myself. ‘Keep 
running, you faggot!'" 

Croteau became very strict 
about sticking to his new way 
of eating, not wanting to be in 
situations where it would be 
difficult to adhere to it, and not 
wanting people to notice and 
remark on it. Eventually, he 
began scheduling long runs at 
times that would ensure avoid- 
ance of all social occasions and 
interactions. By the end of the 
summer, he was running at least 
two times a day. On the rare 
occasions that he saw friends 
(rarely, if ever, in situations that 
involved a meal) they would 
issue statements of concern. 
“Jon, you're losing too much 
weight!” they’d say. “Are you 
eating enough?” He would 
attribute weight loss to simply 
eating healthy foods and sug- 
gest that they should, too. 

“An insatiable demonic 
persistence took over my mind. It 
was never enough to lose anoth- 
er inch or two. | set more goals 
than | could keep track of—about 
my waist size, the amount of 
squeezable fat in my belly, the de- 
gree to which my cheeks sunk,” 
he said. “None of the goals were 
attainable, because nothing was 
ever enough. | just had to keep 
going. | no longer recalled why | 
had launched the war in the first 
place, nor for which cause | was 
raging. There were too many 
battles going on at once and too 
many voices in my head launch- 
ing new attacks: against my 
father, against my body, against 
my sexuality. It was a full-time 
assault that required 100 percent 
of my mind, body, and soul to 
execute. | would retire each night 
around seven or eight, long 


before the sun set, praying to fall 
asleep. At least during sleep the 
demands and the orders quieted, 
until the morning.” 

Croteau’s journey from 
those obsessive thoughts to 
self-acceptance was a long one. 
After initially leaving college and 
moving back in with his parents, 
he received a call from a close 
friend at Emerson College. This 
friend expressed knowledge of 
what was going on and sug- 
gested he visit the Emerson 
campus. Croteau relented and, 
after visiting and seeing so many 
people who are open and com- 
fortable with their orientation, 
he described the experience as 
cathartic. After fighting with his 
father (with the assistance of his 
mother and sister), he was able 
to apply to and attend Emerson. 
Slowly, he began telling others 
around him of his sexuality, and 
he credits some amazing thera- 
pists with helping him along his 
path to self-acceptance and re- 
covering from his eating disorder 
and exercise addiction. 

"| feel like I've been so 
lucky,” he said. “So many 
people have it way worse than 
| ever did; | have this amazing 
group of friends. And my sister 
and brother are so supportive 
and my husband's family is so 
supportive as well. | feel sad 
that my dad isn't part of my life, 
but it feels right. It feels like the 
way it should have been the 
whole time." 

As the media has increas- 
ingly shone light on the stag- 
gering amount of suicides in the 
GLBT community, Croteau said 
he felt he needed to share his 
story. "Throughout my adoles- 
cence | was so silent about my 
sexual orientation," he said. "I felt 
like it was my turn to speak up." 

Croteau's story, published 
by Minnesota-based Hazelden 
Publishing, is told through his 
memoir, My Thinning Years: 
Starving the Gay Within. Hav- 
ing debuted September 9, the 
memoir is already receiving 
rave reviews. "The only reason 
why I’m sharing so much of my 
intimate truth is to help others," 
Croteau said. "Maybe they have 
to hide the book under their pil- 
low, but | hope to let them know 
that there is a better day." B 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 47 


OUR LIVES | HEALTH & WELLNESS | BY SHANE LUECK 


>» 

; Ed 
Bes 
Pi E << 


* 


Í THE 


48 | LAVENDER | OCTOBER 16-29, 2014 


INTERNAL BATTLE 
a] ER 2.09 | 


"Assumptions, whether true 
or false, regarding eating dis- 
orders in the LGBT community 
often stem from various socio- 
cultural perspectives," says Troy 
Roness, international activist and 
educator for eating disorders, 
GLBT issues, and healthy body 
image, and currently serving as 
the first male member on the 
board for the National Eating 
Disorders Association (NEDA). 

^| don't believe that whether 
you identify as lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, or transgender that 
we should assume one thing or 
another about eating disorders 
or the statistics attached with 
them. Let's face it, we all strug- 
gle with body image in some 
form or another; and unfortu- 
nately, body image concerns are 
only becoming worse. " 

NEDA recently compiled 
multiple findings on eating dis- 
orders in the GLBTO community. 
Eating disorders are certainly not 
limited to the GLBT community, 
with the most recent report that 
20 million women and 10 million 
men affected by various eating 
disorders in the U.S. alone. 

However, NEDA reports that 
the prevalence of various eating 
disorders is significantly higher 
in sexual minorities (read: the 
GLBT community) than among 
heterosexuals. Roness says 
that of those 10 million men, 
many studies have shown that 
up to 42 percent of the men 
diagnosed were gay or bisexual; 
another study outlined the ratio 
of gay men to straight men with 
eating disorders as being as 
high as six to one. 

Furthermore, gay males 
were seven times more likely to 
binge and 12 times more likely 
to purge than surveyed straight 
males. Gay and bisexual ado- 
lescents were significantly more 
likely to have fasted, vomited, or 
purged in another manner than 
heterosexual peers. 


LOCAL RESOURCES CAN BE FOUND THROUGH THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS: 


The Emily Program Foundation: 
www.emilyprogramfoundation.org 
Water's Edge Counseling & Healing Center: 


www.watersedgechc.com 


Among all men, though, the 
rate of either past or current ex- 
perience with an eating disorder 
is close to one in three, instead 
of the previously thought one 
in 10. This is signifying that 
men, regardless of sexuality, 
are increasingly making up the 
numbers of those diagnosed. 
NEDA is also reporting that 
men are more likely to have 
been overweight before the 
onset of an eating disorder (as 
opposed to a healthy weight at 
onset for women). Men are also 
more likely to use excessive 
exercising as a form of purging 
than women, and 33 percent of 
adolescent males use unhealthy 
weight control behavior. 

This is in stark contrast to 
NEDXAS reports on lesbian and bi- 
sexual women. Roness says that 
research involving women who 
identify as lesbian are mixed; but 
most indicate no significant dif- 
ferences with their heterosexual 
counterparts concerning the num- 
ber of eating disorders. 

While NEDA's research 
indicated that lesbian women 
seemed to experience less body 
dissatisfaction overall, females 
identifying as lesbian and 
bisexual were still at a higher 
risk of binge-eating than their 
heterosexual peers, with re- 
search showing double the rate 
of binge-eating than straight 
peers. Elevated rates of purging 
by laxative abuse or vomiting 
were also found among lesbian 
and bisexual girls as compared 
to heterosexual adolescents. 

Following this trend, Roness 
says the transgender commu- 
nity faces extremely high levels 
of body dissatisfaction, which, 
in effect may prompt large num- 
bers of eating disordered behav- 
iors. Despite the disappointing 
lack of research in relation to 
transgender individuals and eat- 
ing disorders, Roness says there 
has been mention of male-to-fe- 


male persons developing eating 
disorders more frequently due 
to the perceived notion of need- 
ing to be "skinny" or "small." 

"Odds are stacked against 
the LGBT community for a 
variety of reasons, from the 
very beginning," Roness says. 
“Whether you are a young indi- 
vidual struggling with an eating 
disorder, or you are someone 
middle-aged struggling, the ma- 
jority of eating disorders stem 
from one thing: emotional hurt 
or emotional trauma." 

Across all sexes, GLBTO- 
identifying individuals are more 
likely to have an eating disorder 
or disordered eating habits than 
heterosexual peers in the same 
group, according to МЕРА study. 
Gay, lesbian, and bisexual teens 
often have disordered eating 
habits as early as age 12. NEDA 
argues that certain issues may 
explain the seemingly dispropor- 
tionate rate of eating disorders 
within the GLBTO community, 
specifically among teenagers. 

According to Roness, GLBT 
individuals face overwhelming 
obstacles rarely identified or 
noticed by their straight coun- 
terparts: coming out, fear of 
rejection, faith issues, internal- 
ized negative thoughts regard- 
ing identity, bullying, physical/ 
emotional abuse, and body im- 
age concerns. He says, "Eating 
disorders are never the result of 
a singular experience in one's 
life; eating disorders often stem 
from a plethora of factors, with 
one 'trigger' event that begins 
the eating disorder behavior." 

NEDA even considers body 
image ideals within some GLBT 
cultural contexts to partially 
influence eating disorder devel- 
opment. The hypersexualized 
ideals within GLBT culture result 
in increased pressures to reach 
idealized images. 

"| have wondered, as a gay 
man, how 'ideals' between 


The Joy Project: 


www.joyproject.org 
Park Nicollet Melrose Institute: 


myself, other members of the 
LGBT community, and hetero- 
sexual people differ," Roness 
says. "However, | have realized 
that the 'ideal' self picture for 
everyone begins as a healthy 
visualization of taking care of 
one's self. Over time disor- 
dered thoughts of one who 
suffers doesn't realize that the 
ideal (being attractive to others, 
physically fit, accepted, etc.) 
becomes harmful and unattain- 
able (skinny, ‘ripped,’ controlling 
what is eaten, or controlling the 
physical as a result of an inability 
to control sexuality). In other 
words, eating disorders serve as 
a control mechanism: a subcon- 
scious thought process, but a 
devastating one. Society gives us 
one standard: the unattainable. 
The real question is why do we 
strive for the unattainable when 
we each are already part of the 
seven billion standards already 
making the world inimitable?" 
But the reality is that eating 
disorders plague a large portion 
of the population, and that eating 
disorders and exercise addictions 
are generally grouped together. 
With so many various kinds of 
eating disorders (Anorexia Nervo- 
sa, Bulimia Nervosa, Binge Eating 
Disorder, Eating Disorders Not 
Otherwise Specified [EDNOS)), 
the warning signs are complex. 
And each of these has the char- 
acteristics of exercise addictions 
or compulsive exercise. For each 
individual, however, the level of 
it may be different. But, Roness 
says, because many sufferers are 
often driven perfectionists, it is 
common for them to take work- 
ing out to an unhealthy extreme. 
Think you or someone you 
know might be suffering from 
an eating disorder or exercise 
addiction? Free resources, 
including educator and parent 
toolkits, volunteer speakers, and 
more are available on NEDA's 
website, www.myneda.org. ш 


www.parknicollet.com/specialtycenters/melrose-center 
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NUTRITION TIPS 


early as 1894, Price (who went 
on to become the Darwin of 
nutrition) honed in on diet as 
the culprit of tooth decay and 
physical degeneration. 

Dr. Price found that primi- 
tive nations never ate lean 
meat. Much like wild predators, 
they first ate the organs when 
they killed an animal. Tradi- 
tional people saved all the fat 
to render it into lard or tallow. 
They fermented fish below dirt 
and grass. Follow Dr. Price's 
prescription: include as many 
nutrient-dense foods as possible 
in your diet. 

Nowadays, President Sally 
Fallon Morell, leads the WAPF 
nonprofit that circulates Price's 
research findings. Morell hails 
the virtues of nourishing tradi- 
tional diets, singing the praises 
of nutrient-rich pastured organ 
meats, bone broth, coconut oil, 
cod liver oil, raw milk, butter, 
cream, fish, shellfish, bacon, and 
eggs. These foods are laden in 
saturated fat, what many have 
been avoiding for decades. It 
turns out some guilty pleasures 
are wholesome after all. 

Note, however, that not all 
foods are created equal-quality 
matters. You are familiar with 
ubiquitous meats and dairy prod- 
ucts derived from industrially 
raised animals. Imagine growing 
up crammed into a crowded 
dance floor without ever getting 
a peep of the sun—l mean disco 
ball. Think about how sick and 
depressed we would feel. 

Judging by the palpable 
enthusiasm of the numerous 
lesbian couples in attendance at 
the conference, the demand for 
non-industrial, animal-friendly 
farming products is bound to 
expand on its current estimated 
15% annual growth. 

Is it just me, or does it never 
get old to watch happy cows 
masticate in the field? 

Pasture-raised cattle may 
take an extra seven months to 
mature in a natural environ- 
ment. Free-range chickens mow 
the lawn for chirp. They gobble 
insects, grass, and clover. Go 


ahead and benefit as often as 
possible from the rich nutrients 
passed on to us. You deserve 
and can afford the best qual- 
ity. You have every reason to 
choose the happy meat (the 
gay kind) over cuts of creatures 
under the weather. 

Did you know that chicken 
thigh with skin contains ten 
times more Vitamin A than skin- 
less chicken breast? Bring on 
the dietary fat! 

Let us seek the density in nu- 
trients. We all have experienced 
bothersome and distracting 
cravings. Let the fat intake calm 
you. You have better things to 
do than obsess about food. 

Dietary fat also allows your 
body to readily absorb nutrients 
such as fat-soluble Vitamins A, 
D, E, and K. When you nourish 
your body, it functions properly. 
Your brain, which contains about 
two pounds of fat, will relent- 
lessly protest nutrient starvation 
by shooting hunger signals. 

But if you wanted food 
cravings to control your mind, 
low-fat and fat-free diets would 
be the way to go. Lean snacks or 
meals easily trigger a shocking 
hormonal reaction, which in 
turn may lead to problems such 
as quick fat storage, oxidation, 
and inflammation. On the other 
hand, saturated fat naturally 
helps protect you. 

Sally Fallon Morell dismiss- 
es food trends: "[Modern] diets 
are made up by men who have 
never had to fix a meal or put 
dinner on the table." So, what 
is the key to vibrant health? 
“Health is not about what we're 
serving," says Morell, "but how 
we prepare our food." 

Morell unequivocally recom- 
mends choosing high-fat and 
high-cholesterol foods. But don't 
fats make us fat? WAPF's Heal- 
thy4Life Guidelines state that 
several studies have shown that 
you can be healthier and lose 
more weight on a high-fat diet. 

“The last thing you need 
to worry about is cholesterol," 
Morell asserts. "Cholesterol is 
the mother of all hormones. 


Don't lower your cholesterol. 
You're going to feel miserable 
and depressed." The thyroid 
gland requires healthy animal 
fats to function properly. When 
it doesn't, you have low metabo- 
lism and gain weight easily. 

Morell and Doctor Mary Enig 
have sold over 400,000 of the 
Nourishing Traditions cook- 
book. It features recipes such as 
chicken liver páté, bone broth, 
sourdough bread, kombucha, 
yogurt, and lacto-fermented veg- 
etables such as Korea's national 
dish kimchi, a powerhouse of 
healthy bacteria and vitamins. 

The two prolific women 
also co-wrote Eat Fat, Lose Fat 
in 2006. Enig, whom we sadly 
lost in September, believed we 
should consume more butter 
and coconut oil because they 
promote heart health. Without 
restrictions, Morell encourages 
gay and straight Americans 
alike to consume whatever 
fits you, depending on what 
you can afford, your time, and 
what you like. You work it out 
in your own diet." 

Vitamin B12 can only be 
found naturally in animal 
products. Morell makes a con- 
nection between its deficiency 
and the symptomatic angry calls 
the Foundation receives from 
vegetarians. 

Morell raises a roar of 
laughter when she declares: 
"Megetables are an excellent 
vehicle for butter, and fruits are 
a great vehicle for cream." Dr. 
Price observed that obesity and 
cavities were extremely rare 
among primitive people. Health 
reasons abound for us to eat a 
lot of animal fats. Saturated fat 
is your ally. Fat is on your side. 
Make no missteak. B 


To learn more, visit 
www.westonaprice.org 

Make perpetual bone broth: 
www.nourishedkitchen.com/perpet- 
ual-soup-the-easiest-bone-broth- 
youll-make 

Discover real food fermentation: 
www.about.alexlewin.com 

Watch Farmageddon: 
www.farmageddonmovie.com 


1. Stay away from refined 
or denatured foods. 


2. Include animal protein in 
your diet. 


3. Only eat protein that 
naturally comes with fats. 


4. Eat some of your animal 
foods raw. 


5. Seek high levels of 
enzymes and beneficial 
bacteria. 


6. Soak, sprout, ferment, or 
naturally leaven seeds, 
grains, and nuts. 


7. Eat a lot of saturated fat 
to protect your heart, 
liver, lungs, kidneys, and 
immune system. 


8. Eliminate commercial 
vegetable oils to help 
balance out your intake 
of omega-3 and omega-6 
essential fatty acids. 


9. Embrace salt in its rain- 
bow of colors and digest 
protein with ease. 


10. Boost your mood and 
regulate dopamine pro- 
duction with your own 
gelatin-rich bone broth 
or chicken broth. 


1 


= 


. Cook, eat, lead Бу ex- 
ample, teach and share 
the health. 


12. Eat veggies with butter 
and fruits with cream, as 
produce are not nutrient- 
dense on their own. 


13. Stay away from trans 
fats and eat saturated 
fats to improve or main- 
tain your sex life. 


14. Beware of cruel anti- 
nourishment breakfasts 
such as breakfast cereal, 
skim milk, and orange 
juice. 


15. Jumpstart your day with 
nourishing farm-raised 
bacon, eggs, sautéed 
potatoes, whole yogurt 
or kefir, fruit, and coco- 
nut oil. 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS | PHOTO BY STEVE LENIUS 


The Power of Sex and Memory 


Your humble columnist welcomes Ja- 
kob VanLammeren, the Archivist/Collec- 
tions Librarian at the Leather Archives 
& Museum (LA&M) in Chicago, as this 
issue's guest columnist. This column is 
based on VanLammeren’s presentation 
during the 2014 International Mr. Leather 
contest weekend. 

Today I want to talk with you about sweat 
stains on the armpits of a bar vest, handwritten 
letters, dog-eared magazines, the iconography 
that shaped us, Étienne murals and Mistress 
Mir's corset, porn films, used condoms, and 
oral history interviews. These are just some of 
the materials in the LA&M's collections, and 
when viewed together they build a memorial, 
an institutional and communal memory, a site 
that allows us to experience our past through 
primary source documentation. 

The LA&M is an institution built from the 
lives and hard work of a very large and nu- 
anced community of practitioners and theo- 
rists: Leather revolutionaries and quiet collec- 
tors; clubs and organizations; contests; events; 
and museum, library, and archives profession- 
als. For the past 18 years we have created in- 
house museum exhibits in which we select 
and arrange posters, toys and devices, photo- 
graphs, artwork, ephemera, magazines, films, 
fibers, Leathers, and banners. 

When Chuck Renslow founded the LA&M 
in 1991, he wanted to create a place where 
leather history could be treasured, preserved, 
and made accessible for future generations. 
He wanted to take away the threat of Leather 
history ending up in dumpsters. He wanted 
to create an institution that would highlight a 
history that bigoted society never wanted to 
be remembered. The Leather Archives helps 
preserve the historical and physical memory 
of those who fought, lived, died, rallied, formed 
a global community, and fucked their way into 
creating a subculture of sex. 

The artifacts and records at the LA&M are 
drawn from what author Gayle Rubin calls peo- 
ples’ “sexuality estate.” Consider the example of 
a donor who is preparing to send their personal 
collection to the LA&M. If this donor has the 
ability to send their archives themselves without 
an intermediary, then the physical, psychic, and 
emotional process of packing the boxes; putting 
files and papers in order; flipping through pho- 
tographs; re-reading an old Xeroxed porn story 
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from a mail-order catalog; invoking nights spent 
at the Leather bar—for the donor, the very act of 
remembering becomes a sexual act. 

Then the donor sends the collection to the 
LA&M. As the archivist, I too physically en- 
gage with the documentation of an individual’s 
or organization’s relationship to sex and kink. 
I make decisions about how a collection is or- 
ganized, remove paper clips and staples, re- 
house papers in acid-free folders and boxes, 
and transfer photographs to archival-quality 
sleeves. Through these archival practices I 
become a participant in the sexual memories, 
identities, procedures, and rituals through the 
physical evidences of the creator’s sexual life. 

Similar to the experience of the donor, the 
act of archival work at the LA&M is also inher- 
ently sexual. I interact with sex daily, whether 
it’s in the form of a short fiction piece about 
a hot fisting scene, a series of twelve Polaroid 
photographs of a man in various stages of wax 
play, or a painting of two women—one pressing 
the spike of a stiletto into the other woman’s 
crotch. I am inundated with fantasies and fetish 
that comprise our collective sexual history. 

These are the materials that are represen- 
tative of what we collect. Our existence as a 
museum, archive, and library disrupts and 
challenges the notions that 1) explicit materi- 
als should not be embodied in traditional re- 
positories, and 2) that these materials are too 
inappropriate to be “on display.” 

So my relationship to these sexuality mate- 
rials is truly unique: I am at once both an ar- 
chives professional and a BDSM participant. 
The materials themselves, combined with the 
charged sexual energy of the archives room, 
the museum and the library create a feeling 
similar to a play space, a Leather bar, or a dun- 
geon. Each time a new archival collection is 
processed, we encounter a unique relationship 
with “play,” and we bring that knowledge and 
presence back into the current conversation 
about Leather culture and community. 

The dialogue between, on one hand, the ma- 
terials collected by the LA&M and, on the other 
hand, our professional staff, visitors, and even 
social media followers, creates a highly sexual 
and sexualized work environment, which is very 
unique to a museum and archive space. From the 
offices, to the archives room, to the visitors tour- 
ing the museum, we all participate in kink simply 
by entering the building. We all become part of it. 


The LA&M is sexuality materials, and as an 
archivist I experience how the sexual subject 
and physical object are collected and curated. 
'The spanking bench from Galleria Domain 
2, titleholders' sashes, innumerable match- 
books—as Richard Meyer writes in At Home 
in Marginal Domains, *No small part of the 
historical appeal of such objects is that they 
were never intended to bear historical mean- 
ing in the first place." These are objects that 
you write your phone number on in a bar, use 
for a scene at a play party, or win at a contest. 
Some of the most significant traces of Leather 
culture and community are embedded in the 
emotional and cultural meanings of objects that 
were never meant to fill a museum. Evidence 
and documentation of Leather history is often 
difficult to fully recover or reconstruct due to 
the marginalization of BDSM communities, 
and particularly of kinky GLBTQ people. 

Our collections are not just passive, idle 
objects—they are sexual objects, memories, 
records, and histories that double as museum 
objects. So it's no wonder that these materi- 
als contribute to the feeling and experience 
of the LA&M as a play space or dungeon. Re- 
cord-keeping at the LA&M means engaging 
intimately with the legacy of sex and sexual- 
ity artifacts inherited from past generations, 
maintained in the present, and preserved for 
the benefit of future generations. This com- 
mitment to kinky cultural heritage creates an 
archive where we are not only engaged in the 
collections themselves, but also the sex acts 
that are contained within them. Collectively, 
we are able to experience the bodies, language, 
fetishes, scenes, and desires of our Leather an- 
cestors. When I was discussing the idea of the 
LA&M as a play space with my Leathersister, 
LA&M volunteer, and producer, director, and 
editor of the documentary High Shine: 15 Years 
of International Ms. Bootblack, Christina Court, 
she said, “I find mentors and lovers amongst 
the dead at the LA&M...because, in an odd and 
very cerebral way, I have played with them and 
engaged in a very intimate experience with 
them, and they have ‘fed’ me much like an out- 
standing Dominant or Sadist feeds me in play." 
And I agree with her. 

Archival work at the LA&M is emotional, 
physical, and cerebral. It's serious work, and 
I am very serious about it. I don't just work 
with history, I feel it. Of course, archives are 


about documentation, preservation, history. 
But they're also about nostalgia, the weight of 
memory. I believe that my work comes with 
great responsibility—a responsibility to you 
all, members of the Leather community, to pre- 
serve a history that has been systematically and 
systemically ignored and kept out of traditional 
repositories, museum, libraries, and archives. I 
also believe it is the responsibility of the LA&M 
to have a well-organized, inclusive, and innova- 
tive space that operates using archival and cata- 
loging best practices and standards while also 
maintaining a strong digital presence. 

'The voices, lives, artifacts, memorabilia, 
papers, and collections should continue to be 
representative of the breadth and scope of the 
leather community, particularly those of us 
who have been underrepresented within this 
community, such as people of color in leather, 
women in leather, and transgender and gender 
non-conforming people in leather. As theorist 
Ann Cvetkovich has so brilliantly articulated, 
an archive doesn't just hold materials, things— 
but also the emotional and affective traces of 
life, trauma, sorrow, joy, and regret. I consider 
it an important part of my job as the Archivist/ 
Collections Librarian to unearth these inter- 
woven complexities and present the stories of 
Leather and kink history with dynamism and 
with as much variation as I can. 

I am asking for your help in bringing some 
new voices to the LA&M. As Steve Lenius as- 
serts in Life, Leather, and the Pursuit of Happi- 
ness, “You can help preserve history. Spend an 
afternoon, or even longer, getting your own sto- 
ries down, whether on paper, audio, or video." 
If you have a friend's leather vest, for example, 
consider telling the story of that artifact. How 
did it get into your hands? What bars and runs 
has it attended? 

Record the story of your Leather family, 
your first fisting scene, your favorite bootblack. 
Become a member of the Leather Archives & 
Museum, become a volunteer, ask to take a 
tour of the archives room, or take the self-guid- 
ed tour of the museum. Look online and view 
our digitized material, send us an email, give 
us a call. Know your history, inform your pres- 
ent, and anticipate your future. Experience the 
archival collections at the LA&M, and come 
bear witness to our Leather ancestors and the 
marks these ancestors have left on the body of 
the world. B 
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BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES РА. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW Cookies and Scream: A Cookie Cutter 
Shop Mystery 
OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. з et 
* Family/Divorce/Custody ° Injuries/Auto Accidents p 
8 А Olivia Greyson, owner of Chatterly Heights's 

ы Second/Step Parent Adoption Я * Wils & Trusts renowned Gingerbread House, purveyor of cookies, 
* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution • Probate cookie cutters, cookie cookbooks, and all things able 

В ; to be baked and frosted, returns from vacation to find 
X Prenuptial Agreements * Business Law her wall safe full to the brim with a trove of rare cut- 
* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements * Employment Law ters she has never seen before. Turns out they belong 

ñ n to Greta Oskarson, a former resident, who has ended 

Ы Сау Магпаге Advice Ыы Вапкгирїсу her fifty-year absence to have Olivia broker her trea- 


sures. As happens in small, cozy villages, Greta turns 
up dead, leaving only the cutters and a trail of ancient 
hatreds, outright enemies and ill-will for Olivia and 

» her best friend, Maddie, to sort out. Lowell keeps the 
pace up in the fifth of her Cookie Cutter Shop Myster- 
ies: still time for a delicious summer read! 


Blackmail, My Love 
Katie Gilmartin 
Cleis Press 

$16.95 


Jimmy O'Conner has gone missing, and his younger 

sister, Josephine, is hellbent on finding him. To that 

А end she travels to San Francisco's Tenderloin, moving 

Blackmail, into his empty room in the Chadwick Arms Но, a 
run-down, broken-signed affair. Running into brick 
walls as a female, Josephine next dresses in Jimmy's 
clothes and, as Joe, plunges into the frightening, dan- 
gerous, and hermetically closed gay world of 1951. 
The novel then explores the search for Jimmy, and 
the search for Josephine/Joe. As Joe searches deeper, 
she finds—and acts on—her own true feelings. The 

» narrative is first person, the dialogue and atmosphere 
are captivatingly noir. Gilmartin peoples her tale with 
real individuals and places of the time, illustrated with 
stark black-and-white woodcuts. Satisfying historically 
and as fiction. 


612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 


1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building 
Elizabeth Cloutier 10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, ММ 55402 


PFLAG Member FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


The Last Conception 
Gabriel Constans 
Melange Books 
$12.95 


Constans, author of the novels Buddha’s Wife, St. 
Catherine’s Baby, It's About Time, and The Skin of 
Lions: Rawandan Folk Tales, weaves threads of fam- 
ily, biological lineage, love, and religion into highly 
readable yarn. Savarna, an East Indian embryologist, 
is being pressured by her family to marry and have a 
baby. She reveals she is lesbian, they announce that 
she is the last in line of a great (and secret) spiritual 
lineage. Her sister, Chitra, is happily married, but un- 
able to conceive. Savarna does find her love, Charley 
(a woman), and they all must decide to agree what 

^ might be considered a continuation to this lineage. If 
efforts at artificial conception fail, what avenue is left? 
What if there is no blood kin at all? 


Only the Dead 

Vidar Sundstøl 
University of Minnesota 
$22.95 


In The Land of Dreams, Sundstol's first novel in his 
Minnesota Trilogy, U.S. Forest Service officer Lance 
Hansen found the mutilated body of a Norwegian 
tourist on the shore of Lake Superior. The trail led 
to a local Ojibwe man, currently in jail. Hansen 
uncovered evidence indicating his brother, Lance, but 
kept silent. There are dark hints that a hundred-year- 
old murder in the same area is related. This haunted, 
claustrophobic novel enfolds the brothers in the icy 
November woods, ostensibly on their annual deer 
hunting excursions. Armed and circling one another, 
» Lance now knows what Hansen suspects, Hansen 


2 А spes у E ` knows he knows, each wrapped in his fear and guilt. 
LOUNGES: Bloomington * Burnsville • NE Minneapolis • Woodbury Basdersmustwalt fer The Ravan to sec how саг. 
MALL KIOSKS: Rosedale Center * Maplewood Mall and-mouse game concludes. Well worth the wait. № 
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BIG GAY NEWS | BY LAVENDER | BIGGAYNEWS.COM: YOUR GLBT WORLD NEWS 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM WASHINGTON, DC: 
Supreme Court Declines To Review Same- 
Sex Marriage Cases 


The Washington Post reports that the Supreme 
Court on Monday, October 6, decided not to 
review rulings that cleared the way for same-sex 
marriage in Virginia, Utah, Oklahoma, Indiana 
and Wisconsin, a surprising decision that shows 
the court is comfortable with the expansion of 
such unions throughout the nation. Although 
the decision puts off the decision on whether the 
constitutionality of same-sex marriage would ap- 
ply to all states in the union, it does send a clear 
signal that at least the majority of justices felt 
that there was no need to overturn lower court 
decisions that have found state prohibitions to 
be unconstitutional. The decision proved sur- 
prising to those who closely watch the court's 
actions, primarily because many feel that it's sig- 
nificant that the Supreme Court would not allow 
such significant change to occur without their 
input. James Esseks of the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union commented that he was "blown away 
by this. It is a watershed moment for the entire 
country." Esseks also said that today's action 
seems to show that it doesn't matter whether an 
appeals court now rules that state prohibitions 
are constitutional, but that if such does happen, 
this would be a fairly good hint at what the court 
would do if they did decide to take the case. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM CALIFORNIA: 

Iconic Gay Photographer John Palatinus 
Dies 

The Desert Sun reports that photographer John 
Palatinus of Palm Springs, who in the 1950s 
dared to showcase the male physique as a form 
of beauty and desire, died on September 22 

at age 85. Palatinus' earliest works tended to 

be showcased in Tomorrow's Man and other 
bodybuilding magazines popular amongst the 
gay community, and usually depicted models 
alone and in nonsexual poses to keep with the 
conservative mindset of the time. His career 
took a turn in 1961 when police raided his New 
York City apartment and studio, investigating 
accusations of him sending explicit photos 
through the mail, which was a criminal offense. 
After being found guilty, Palatinus veered away 
from physique photography and into more com- 
mercial pursuits until there was a resurgence in 
interest in his works in 2009. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM MINNESOTA: 
High School League Proposal On Trans- 
gender Athletes Draw Impassioned Pleas 


The Star Tribune reports that with an estimated 
10,000 emails about a controversial proposal to 
guide the participation of transgender athletes 

in high school sports already in hand, officials of 
the Minnesota State High School League heard 
the impassioned voices of parents, students and 
advocates Wednesday. The crowd of over 150 
people overflowed the league's Brooklyn Center 
boardroom, with three city police officers on hand 
to provide security and to ensure civility as the pro- 
ceedings commenced. 28 speakers out of 55 in line 
were heard during the meeting, with Zeam Porter, 
a junior in high school who identifies as “trans 
genderqueer”, being one of them. Porter made 

an emotional speech detailing the difficulties and 
heartache of trying to play a sport that she loves 
but being forced to play on the girls' team. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM ARIZONA: 
Arizona High School Throws Out Ballots 
For Lesbian Homecoming Couple 


Advocate.com reports that administrators at Wil- 
low Canyon High School in Surprise, Arizona, are 
refusing to consider student ballots cast for a lesbian 
couple to be homecoming queens, regardless of 
broad support the young women have received 
from the student body. Students at the school such 
as senior Megan Sanchez say that people are argu- 
ing about whether to defer to tradition or to equality, 
and that disregarding the wishes of the majority of 
the student body is standing in the way of progress. 
A statement released by officials of the Dysart Uni- 
fied School District, however, states that tradition 
should be honored, and that *one person is voted in 
by fellow students to represent female students at 
Homecoming and one male student is voted in by 
the students to represent the boys. Who that female 
and male student is, is up to the student vote." 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM CALIFORNIA: 

GLAAD Study: Gay Depictions Increase 

On TV 

Philly.com reports that television has increased 
its depiction of gay, lesbian and bisexual 
characters, with the edge going to cable and 

the Internet over broadcast networks, accord- 
ing to a study released Wednesday by the 
advocacy group GLAAD. The study found that, 
in the 2014-2015 season, there will be a total of 
32 characters out of 813 regular characters on 
primetime network series, which translates as 
3.9% of regularly seen characters and an increase 
over the 3.3% from last year. Fox has the most 
GLBT characters among networks. With regard 
to cable shows, the study found that there are 64 
regular GLBT characters, in increase over the 42 
characters from last season. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM FRANCE: 
Tens Of Thousands Rally In France Against 
IVF, Surrogacy For Same-Sex Families 


RT reports that over 500,000 opponents of same- 
sex marriage have flooded the streets of Paris 
and Bordeaux to protest against medically-assist- 
ed reproduction for gay couples, rally organizers 
said. The protests were organized by the Manif 
pour Tous (Protest for Everyone) group, who 
feels that all children need to be raised with both 
a mother and a father, and they are supporting 
"traditional family values". Gay marriage is legal 
in France and homosexuals are allowed to adopt 
children, but are still barred from using in vitro 
fertilization in order to conceive children. B 


Galleria • 69th & France • Edina SCH H RAZA DE 
952-926-2455 • wwwsjewelers.com 
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RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2014 Maserati Ghibli 


We love fine Italian goods. 

Whether it is from Armani, Prada, Valen- 
tino, Gucci, or Ermenegildo Zegna, we look 
to Milan for the finest in fashion. We also want 


pieces from Natuzzi, Mobili, and Cassina to 
adorn our homes. We associate Italy with el- 
egant style and excellence at every turn. 

For automobiles, a few names come up. For 


the past century, Maserati provided some of 
the most memorable vehicles that ever enter- 
tained us. From world champions to grand 
tourers, Maseratis combined style, luxury, 
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RIDE REVIEW 


and performance into a package that is sur- 
prisingly attainable. 

То celebrate all things fine and Italian, 
we got a chance to drive the latest Maserati 
around: the mid-sized Ghibli. 

Upon first glance, the Ghibli speaks *mod- 
ern Italian luxury." To look at the Ghibli is to 
look at a sculpture with undeniable curves and 
shapes. Yet, it is a modern sedan with tradi- 
tional Maserati design elements. The Trident 
dominates the front end with an appropriately 
designed grille. Two scowling headlamp units 
frame this front end as an invitation to see the 
rest of the Ghibli. 

On the fender are three port holes-a re- 
minder of Maserati's racing heritage. The 
roofline is a pure notchback with a distinctive 
glasshouse and a solid rear quarter pillar. It is 
modern-looking at the rear, but with distinctive 
Maserati touches to distinguish this from its 
competition. 

Stepping into the Ghibli, there are a few 
things to consider. You have rich Italian 
leather to sit in. The seats are bolstered well, 
very comfortable and soft. The frontal area is 
huge, if not perfectly sized. A position, that 
includes working the gear lever and the pad- 
dle shifters, is one where the driver works 
while relaxed. Maserati nailed the driver's 
part of this new sedan. 

Rear seat occupants may find things a bit 
tight. Average-sized parents with small chil- 
dren will find a home inside the Ghibli's cabin. 
Also, if you are looking for a quiet experience 
inside, then you may want to adjust your ears 
for the finest soundtrack in its class: the ex- 
haust. To buy an Italian car is to add the stac- 
cato tones coming from underneath and rear- 
ward through four exhaust ports. 

The interior design is truly Maserati. It is 


bespoke for the price point—that speaks vol- 
umes. The dials are truly Maserati in look, as 
is the feel of materials from the steering wheel 
to the paddle shifters and key switches. Ergo- 
nomically, everything is laid out just right for 
the driver. One thing you may have to remem- 
ber when driving the Ghibli: the ignition button 
is on the left side of the instrument panel. 

There are many touches that point to its 
leveraged partnership under the Fiat Chrysler 
family. Some might say that the presence of 
switches, stalks, and screens may appear to be 
cheapened by Chrysler components; however, 
they truly fit and work well inside the Ghibli. 
For example, the Maserati Touch System 
may seem like your average UConnect touch 
screen, but it is focused on giving the Ghibli 
owner reliable and business-like functionality. 

The best part of the Ghibli is its huge 
trunk; 18 cubic feet of everything. You can 
pack deep inside of the space for a long vaca- 
tion for two or more. 

The Ghibli Q4 offers 404 horsepower of 
Ferrari-developed twin turbocharged V6 brio. 
Though you hear it through the exhaust, it is 
extremely poised and devoid of turbo lag. If 
it is not to simply hear it, you have to look 
at it. At least look at the sculpturing of the 
cylinder heads. 

A ZF &speed automatic funnels that twin 
turbocharged power to all four wheels for un- 
obtrusive action toward maximum traction. 
This driveline is happiest when you put it into 
Manual mode. You have the freedom of gear 
manipulation for any situation it requires. It 
also teaches you how to drive like a true enthu- 
siast to understand at which speed you need to 
shift where, at which situation. 

The Ghibli is also poised and balanced 
through the curves. There is no evidence of 


roll or lean when you attack them. The ride is 
on the firm side, but there is more than enough 
dampening to not send the worst spots of the 
road through the cabin. You will find the steer- 
ing is well-weighted with solid action at the 
wheel. Turning may be a bit heavy, but you 
could accomplish some maneuvers just fine. 
Stopping power is very good. Expect strong 
braking through normal and panic stops. 

According to the EPA, the Ghibli Q4 will 
average 18MPG. 

The Ghibli starts off at $66,900 before 
destination charges. This Q4 tester starts at 
$76,900. In comparison to its direct competi- 
tors, the Maserati is priced on the high side, 
but not by much. 

Then again, you would expect to pay top dol- 
lar for fine Italian goods. The Maserati Ghibli is 
exactly that: a fine Italian sedan. There may be 
things that will put off the most discriminating 
aficionado of all-things-Maserati, but consider 
the fact that you get reliable components that 
will keep your Ghibli going longer than any 
Maserati before. Consider that the Ghibli is 
here for the long run and not at the whim of 
unstable management, as in the past. 

This Ghibli is a great mid-sized sports se- 
dan that stands out above the competition. Not 
solely because it is the only Italian offering 
amongst a mostly German crowd, but because 
its heritage, its level of luxury, and its alluring 
styling guarantee years of entertaining drives 
in one sedan. B 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


The Scolding Voice 


It was a Friday evening with three girlfriends over takeout pizza, chips, 
and wine. 

One topic of conversation? 

Men. More specifically, how some men abuse women and how women 
“let” it happen. 

It's the story de jour this football season with the likes of Ray Price, 
Greg Hardy, and Jonathan Dwyer, not to mention even a federal judge, Mark 
Fuller. 

Two of my friends—though nearly thirty years apart in age—had very 
similar stories: Mensa smart, married to men, forced into situations that 
they'd never allow themselves to get into otherwise, great personal suffer- 
ing because of it, and then finally, through luck or guts (or both), divorce 
and freedom. 

Cassandra, the younger of the two, met Sam in college; they later mar- 
ried while in graduate school in Boston. Sam was introverted, a loner, while 
Cassandra was more outgoing. She went into the marriage believing their 
divergent personalities weren't a problem. 

In a slow, apparently deliberate process, Sam worked to isolate Cassandra 
from her friends and family. At first, it was excuses as to why he couldn't join 
Cassandra when she gathered with others. Later, he threw guilt her way for 
leaving him alone. This progressed to anger outbursts and Sam dictating that 
if Cassandra did “something wrong,” her “punishment” would be forfeiting a 
monthly trip home to her family in northern New England. 

Fully aware that all of this was wrong, Cassandra hoped that Sam would 
change, that he’d “come out” of the darkness that surrounded him. She 
couldn’t give up on Sam. 

Sam decided they would move from Boston to San Francisco for his career. 
Although this wasn’t what Cassandra wanted at all, she didn’t resist so as to keep 
Sam happy. “Life was better if I played within the rules,” she said. 

The pattern of control/submission continued in San Francisco until an 
anger outburst culminated with Sam slamming a kitchen chair into a wall. 
Shortly thereafter, the downstairs neighbor pounded on their apartment 
door. The neighbor, a well-built man whom I’ve dubbed “Rambo,” demanded 
that Sam take a walk; Sam grudgingly agreed. 

Twenty minutes later, the two men returned to the apartment. While 
Rambo waited with Cassandra, Sam went into the bedroom and packed 
clothes. With suitcase in hand, Sam announced that he was leaving. He then 
did just that—he walked out the door. 

For the first time in years, Cassandra had space to “think about my 
life and what I wanted without Sam’s pressure.” Slowly, she stopped hear- 
ing Sam’s “scolding voice” in her head. When Sam repeatedly asked for a 
second chance, Cassandra bravely answered, “No.” She divorced Sam and 
moved to Minneapolis, starting fresh as a free human. 


Elaine began with Fredrick knowing that he had serious emotional prob- 
lems, but she viewed him as a “great project,” that she could “fix.” It helped 
that he was brilliant, charming, handsome, and successful in business. He 
was her senior by fifteen years, which added to the allure. They married and 
had a daughter. 

Fredrick soon demanded that Elaine stop teaching piano lessons be- 
cause it didn’t pay enough. As she put it, “He said I wasn’t carrying my 
weight financially.” She thus went from something she loved (piano and mu- 
sic) to a business career that she hated. 

Soon there was a pattern of Fredrick constantly belittling and blaming 
Elaine for all of his problems. He too engaged in regular scolding. The tip- 
ping point came when Fredrick blew up at their daughter (then twelve) in 
front of her friends. “I knew I'd leave after that,” Elaine reported. It took 
Elaine and her daughter two years to break free. 

I was awestruck by my friends’ stories. Both women are dynamic and 
engaging; one would never know that either could have ever “allowed” her- 
self to be abused. 

There’s not enough space here to get into how it is that a human may 
unwillingly submit to another human’s control. Suffice to say that threats, 
anger, and the myriad of other emotional and physical devices (including 
beatings) used to invoke fear and compliance all constitute abuse. (Yes, be- 
ing beaten is abuse, but so is dictatorial emotional control.) Indeed, I'm no 
expert on domestic abuse or violence. 

However, here's my reference point: countless times I've said, “ГЇЇ never 
do that,” and yet I end up doing the very thing I promised myself that Га 
never do. That list of things is very, very long. 

Thus, who am I to judge my friends? I absolutely won't judge—either 
them or any other survivor. 

Loving someone and being loved is a privilege. There are many who 
don't ever get to enjoy that privilege, which makes abusing the privilege— 
and abusing the human doing the loving—far worse. 

Some of you dear gentle readers may know a survivor of current or past 
abuse. Perhaps you're a survivor yourself, looking for a way to escape. 

It takes guts to reach out to others in need since there's always the fear 
of "interfering." Even more—raw courage—is needed to protect one's self. 

Still, guts and courage aren't impossible. 

Just ask Cassandra and Elaine. 

Or Rambo. в 


Note: All names are pseudonyms. If you or a friend or loved one is an abuse 
survivor, call United Way 2-1-1 (dial 211”) to learn about resources that can 
help. Ellie Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, Hon- 
esty and Gender Change. She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(a 
gmail.com. 
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Fast Track 
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5 private Pilates 
training sessions 
ONLY ‘99 
651-646-8418 
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COLTON FORD LIVE 

October 23 * 10pm 

The Saloon * 830 Hennepin Ave., 
Minneapolis 

18+ * $8 cover * www.saloonmn.com 


Colton Ford CD/Autograph Signing 
October 24 * 8-10am 

Twin Cities Leather & Latte е 2717 
Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 

Free to attend 
www.twincitiesleather.com 


The silver daddy muscle-god from Mission 
Viejo, CA makes his inaugural visit to Min- 
neapolis, which includes a CD/Autograph 
signing at Twin Cities Leather & Latté and 
an evening at The Saloon featuring music 
from his new album, The Way I Am: a blend 
of dance, electronica, house, pop, funk, R&B, 
and a little jazz. “Getting to know oneself is a 
process, and I believe it's what we are all here 
in this life to figure out,” says Ford. “I’m an 
unconditional lover. I lean towards optimism. 
The record conveys my truth with songs 
about self love, falling in love, staying in 

love, the loss of love, and yeah, hoping to get 
some.” His collaboration with Ron Schrader 
on “All My Love” and “Alone” holds special 
meaning for him. The two have known each 
other since kindergarten. “He’s my longest 
friendship,” says Ford. “It was an incredible 
opportunity to work with him.” Ford has no 
qualms in reclaiming his hunky status. “Sex 
sells,” he proclaims. “Turn on the TV, open a 
magazine or log onto the Internet. It’s every- 
where. Being an artist and trying to resonate 
in the mainstream requires everything, 
including packaging. “After all,” Colton Ford 
says with a laugh, “being provocative is part 
of my nature. It is just another layer of the 
way I am.” в 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist • 612-990-0649 


З Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


Convenient Midway Location 


2324 University Ave. W., Suite 1 
Therapy Genter Э піуегѕісу Ауе шге 100 


400 W. 78th Street | Richfield, MN | 612.866.8832 | www.rbhonda.com 
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DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Death by Caras, Part 2 


(In our first installment, we learned that I play competitive bridge with a 
bunch of weirdos, and have made a lot of enemies during tournament play.) 

'The first enemy I made in the bridge world was a menacing giant 
with halitosis. The guy would hunch his misshapen body over his cards, 
transforming himself into a bulky question mark. And with his dragon 
breath, he'd belittle and intimidate one of my regular bridge partners, a 
sweet, gay man who's too timid to fight back. 

Each time we'd face off against this bully, and his equally loathsome 
partner, my maternal hackles would rise and Га start jabbing before he 
could attack my partner. He's a homophobe so I'd focus on remarks that 
questioned his fragile manhood. “What dainty, girlish hands you have, 
Frank!” I’d exclaim, which never failed to rattle him, allowing us to easily 
kick his sorry ass at the bridge table. 

Most of my bridge enemies are like Frank: combative loaners with 
zero social skills. In the real world, Га be generous and forgiving of 
these oddballs. But put playing cards in my hand and sit me across from 
some outcast who wants to avenge all the wrongs in his life by being 
rude to me and my partner, and I become a jerk. 

Also, I’m routinely cranky on game nights because, as I outlined in 
the first installment of this column, no eligible ladies play this stupid 
game. Yes, there are lots of women, but they’re straight and many are 
quite elderly. Over the years, out of desperation, I’ve tried flirting with 
youngish female players with suspicious haircuts and spinsterish sensi- 
bilities, but it always ends in disaster. They mistake my clumsy come-ons 
as an invitation to bore the hell out of me with details about their tedious 
hobbies. It usually ends with me invited to a Daughters of the American 
Revolution luncheon followed by an interminable tea service at their par- 


ents’ home. (They always live with their parents.) 

For the past several weeks, I have been courting a new bridge part- 
ner, which is as tricky and delicate as negotiating a new romance. But 
this person—a coolly, attractive woman and an excellent bridge player, 
who has traded intense gazes with me across the tournament room for 
several months—was already in some type of indentured partnership 
with a brutish but clever tax attorney who hates my guts. I won’t get into 
why he hates me because unless you play bridge it will make no sense. 
Let’s just say there was an “incident” over his lack of sportsmanship and 
he’s been out for my blood ever since. It didn’t help that I’ve been cam- 
paigning to woo his comely partner away from his vile side and make 
her my own. 

By the end of the game, in which I charmed her with both my superior 
playing skills and witty remarks about the scandalous private lives of the 
face cards, I knew I had won her over. Her now-former partner seethed as 
he watched her slip me her number, and shadowed us menacingly in the 
parking lot as we arranged to play together the following week. 

Since then, I’ve experienced a series of misfortunes. I left for work 
one morning to find my front car tires mysteriously deflated. I’ve re- 
ceived a threatening letter from the IRS. Everything I drink tastes like 
it’s been poisoned. 

Have I made one too many enemies in the bridge world? Is my life in 
jeopardy? I suppose my fate is now in the cards. But it will all be worth it 
if I get something other than a tea party out of this. Ш 


Bridge players: if you're looking for a partner to play online, please contact 
me at jenójen(dme.com. 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


This is my cousin Rupert von Trolinen. 
He is a designer. 

Voici mon cousin Rupert von Trolinen. 
Il est concepteur. 


He has great success in the gay world. 
Il connait beaucoup de succès dans 
le monde gai. 
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SUS CANDELABROS о PERO SU SILLA 
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But the star design is his chair! 
Mais son concept de chaise vole la vedette! 


His chandeliers and vases are very popular. 
Ses chandeliers et ses vases sont trés 
recherchés. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee shop. Wonderful food & coffee created by 
a staff that cares! Meeting Space with a gender neutral restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, 
Minneapolis. (612] 724-9895. 


EMPLOYMENT 


Female or male Personal Care Assistants needed - Mon thru Sun, 9am - 2pm & 5pm 
- 7pm for disabled female in mid 30s. 1 block from Central Ave & University Ave S.E. 
Mpls. Must pass background check. $10.75 / hr. Call Kate (а (612) 747-8646. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


A comfortable, relaxing & therapeutic environment specializing in deep tissue, 
sports massage, trigger point therapy, and relaxation. We are here to relieve your 
pain. (612) 978-5644. 2499 Rice St., Suite 75, Roseville. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An Occasional Market • Next sale: HOME TRADITIONS - NOV. 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9. Wed. 1-7pm, Thur.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat.-Sun, 10am-ópm * 4304 Chicago Ave. 
S., Minneapolis, MN. www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours Custom Designed Jewelry, we create unique 
engagement & wedding rings, & more! Expert jewelry restorations &repairs. Passion 
fuels everything we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry. 
com, 612-746-0508. 


PET BOARDING 


Looking for ANIMAL LOVERS to care for pets in your home while owners travel. 
Individual placement of pet to your home & lifestyle. Fulfill your pet need. Check us 
out PetsArelnn.com. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


What is our blessing can feel like our curse. It is possible to learn to live effectively 
and feel good. Emotional, psychological, sexual, and spiritual health. Shannon 
Garrity. www.taproottherapy.com. 


REAL ESTATE 


Real Estate Auction - Nov. 1st 2014 at 1:00 pm. Inspection Dates: Oct 18 and 26th,1-2 
pm. 1195 Fox Glen Drive, Taylors Falls, MN. 48 acres offered in 2 tracts. Tract 1: 4500+ 
sq foot Historical Home with 7 bedrooms / 6 bathrooms, Pool/ tennis court , detached 
4-car garage and a second home (duplex). Tract 2: 28 acres ..mostly tillable with 
some woods. United Country Aasness Auctioneers, www.United Country-Aasness. 
Com. (763) 300-5055, Shelly Weinzetl, Broker Auctioneer, 86.79. 


RENTALS - RESIDENTIAL 


Nokomis Area- 2 bedroom home, 1 block to M'haha Creek, 2 blocks to lake, walk to 
LRT, a/c, garage, large fenced yard, beautiful garden. References - (651) 224-9856. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (a (612) 306-6323. 


Stephen Parish C.M.T - 25 years experience. Therapeutic Relaxing Massage or 
Sports & Injury Deep Tissue. Please call: (612) 875-6677. 1/2 off 1st service. $60 for 
60 min. or $90 for 90 min. 


Athletic Conditioning, Rehab., & Relaxation Make health your priority. Formally 
educated & nationally certified male massage therapist in SE Mpls. STUDENT 
DISCOUNTS! www.TonySchwartzBodywork.com. 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


Eagle Trace Golf & Event Center offers couples three spectacular wedding venues! 
Our wedding venues include our perfect hidden gem, Mississippi Meadows, 
Charming and Classic Reception Hall and Beachy Pool Side Celebration area! www. 
eagletracegolf.com, (320] 558-4653. 


952.938:8700 
163:226.2929 


612746577255 
6511305.2737 


FREE to listen 
and reply to ads! 


FREE CODE: Lavender 


1-888-MegaMates" 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628 18+ ©2013 PC LLC MegaMatesMen.com 2446 


For other local 
numbers call: 
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ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


DERMATOLOGY 


HOME SERVICES 


Nancy Vitalis Garrity У 


acupuncture • homeopathic • psychology | X 


612-889-0721 
garityacupuncture.com 


30 years experience 
Ask about New Client special Ё 


Struggling with ҰС 
Addiction? : 74 


Brighten your future — 
PRIDE 


Contact us today. 
800-934-7554 INSTITUTE 


www. pride-institute.com 


uptown cski 
РРА ааа MN 


Education 
. 


Experience 
• 


Excellence 
.. With a smile. 
š Healthy Skin, it's a 
Jaime Davis, MD Beautiful Thing! 
1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


ПОМ 
> Auto Glass Repair & Replacement Á 


Call us before you call your insurance! 
Convenient Mobile Service 


Brad White 952-288-4829 
www.novusglass.com 


(HAGENS 2222. 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 
www.hagensautobody.com 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls s 
(612) 872-6671 = 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FLORAL SHOPS 


Nen 
on 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Brian: 612.309.8743 Í 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 
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Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


Make Halloween Spook-tacular 
with a stunning boo-quet of flowers! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


GUN SHOPS 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ + 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN • 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI > 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


e£ 


Serving you for 100 years! ZESNCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 
WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002РМ & 3272MB 


PLUMBING * HEATING • COOLING 


We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 
612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION е RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Profersional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELINGCOM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES INSURANCE 


REAL ESTATE 


Angies list. 


Snap 


construction inc. 
(t's that easy 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
626; Ave. N. 


Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


WE SPECIALIZE IN 


Roofing Windows Davina M. Baldwin 
Siding Insulation 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Chad Allen, MA, LPC 
Psychotherapist 
Individual Psychotherapy & 
Couples Counseling 
612-314-5520 


chadallenpsychotherapy.com 
Located in Uptown 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Tom Downing 
REALTOR® 


Find a better way home. 


612-244-1104 
TomDowning@edinarealty.com 


ThomasDowning.com 


Edina Realty. 


REMODELING 


REAL ESTATE 


SHEE EF 


residential | commercial 


612.870.4081 shelterarchitecture.com 
TIM SALYERS 
(952) 250-3669 
TimSalyers@EdinaRealty.com 
INSURANCE www. TimSalyers.EdinaRealty.com 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
| ПМООНАМСЕ | 


07497 9/13 


nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 „а 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis š 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


Scott Belcher == 
612-805-8880 


Se scottbelcher.com 


BJORN WENDORFF 


INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENT 


SCOTT HAUBRICH É 
BROKER a = 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


You DISCOVER OPTIONS WITH 
A FREE QUOTE 


LIFE e HOME e AUTO e BUSINESS 


612-237-8371 


BUORN@CARNEYINSURANCEMN.COM 
BJORNWENDORFF.COM 


TGRIRNEY. 


Call me for your FREE Market Analysis 


z E м м ром 5 


Need WINDOWS? 


NO SALESPERSON * NO PRESSURE 
NO DEPOSIT * NO GIMMICKS * LIFETIME WARRANTY 


relax. window quotes in 5 minutes 
steve@zenwindows.com zenwindowstwincities.com (763) 350-6647 


612-715-5457" 


GOOD PEOPLE. 
HONEST PRICES. 
DEAN B BUILDERS - ШЫ CRAFTS. 


Advertise your 
business in 


THE NETWORK 


Call 
612-436-4698 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


L.I.F.E. Program (St. Josephs 
Hospital) 

Outpatient treatment, mental health 
services for the LGBT community. 
Suboxone and methadone clients 
welcome. 

45 W. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 326-3645 


www.healtheast.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 

Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families. Training and support 
provided. 

P.O. Box 667 

Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 

Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.dllina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park_house_home 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 

Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Fairview Clinics 

More than 40 locations offering 
same-day appointments, 
extended hours and 24/7 
scheduling. 

2450 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 
(855) 324-7843 


www.fairview.org/ clinic 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
facebook.com/HIMProgram 
www.capsprogram.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build and partner for a diverse 
business community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT CENTERS 

American Swedish Institute, 
The 

Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 
small. 

2600 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 


an inclusive, welcoming environment. 


Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


GLBT HOMELESS YOUTH 

GLBT Host Home Program of 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
Securing host homes for GLBT youth 
experiencing homelessness. Contact 
us to host or donate. 

1708 Oak Park Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

(612) 522-1690 
www.GLBTHostHome.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 
www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Children's Theatre Company 
North America's flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 


www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4944 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www. illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for 
artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 
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Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating 
innovation in the arts, performance, 
and academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


One Voice Mixed Chorus 
Minnesota's LGBTA Chorus. 
Building community and creating 
social change by lifting our voices 
in song. 

732 Holly Ave., Ste. Q 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 298-1954 


www.www.onevoicemn.org 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


She Rock She Rock 

Music camps, classes, and 
supportive performance 
opportunities for female, trans and 
gender non-conforming folks. 
5115 Excelsior Blvd. #316 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
jenny@sherocksherock.com 
www.sherocksherock.com 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


The Minneapolis Foundation 
Support what you love where you 
live with a legacy fund for animal 
welfare. 
www.minneapolisfoundation.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

St. Mark's Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The Episcopal Church of 
Gethsemane 

Historic Building, Progressive Faith 
905 Ath Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 332-5407 


amindtowork.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

А covenant network congregation, 
working toward a church as 
generous and just as God's grace. 
Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 


Minneapolis Movie Bears 
Social networking organization 
catering to the GLBT community for 
movies, theater, games and fun. 
2830 W. 70 1/2 St. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 327-5340 


www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 С1ВТ softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

The perfect day trip...or weekend 
getaway! Historic Rivertown. 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
705 Harriet Dr. 

Stillwater MN 55082 
(651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Explore Minnesota 

Celebrating the unique experiences, 
great places & rich culture that can 
only be found in Minnesota. 

121 7th Place E 

Metro Square, Ste. 100 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(888) TOURISM 


www.exploreminnesota.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 
7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 
Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw.com 

info@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 
Minneapolis. Popular destination 
for abundant shopping, unique 
restaurants, and FREE Parking. 


7005 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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OUR VOICES 


THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


The Ve 
ји ке 


ry Incredibly True 
ry of Halloween 


Gather ‘round, autumn darlings. Grab your 
hot cocoa, throw on some pajamas, and cozy 
up for a story of love and loss and miscella- 
neous heathen... 

Once upon a time, the Devil fell in love with 
and long-term-dated a boy called Jack. Their fa- 
vorite holiday was Jack's birthday, October 31, 
when every year the Devil offered to grant any 
wish Jack so requested, and year after year, Jack 
wished only to spend time with their friends. 

Jack and the Devil kept a small pumpkin 
patch at the cobblestone cottage they shared, 
and the Devil, knowing a great deal about gar- 
dens, grew the most delicious pumpkins you'd 
ever taste. (It so happens that pumpkins were 
long ago damned to hell for vegetable decep- 
tion, making Hell a perfect place in which to 
grow them.) 

And so it was on October 31 every year 
that Hell's demons and miscellaneous hea- 
then descended upon Jack and the Devil's 
home for Jack's birthday pumpkin party. The 
Sitri Family brought over Mama Penny's (as 
the neighbors so called her) famous pumpkin 
pie; Alastor, one of Jack and the Devil's dearest 
friends, managed pumpkin spice wine; and the 
Valacs whipped up annual batches of pump- 


kin candies (although it was well-known that 
these candies were leftovers from their annual 
bake sale, which was never well-received). But 
what everyone looked forward to most was 
the Devil's presentation. Ever the craft maven, 
the Devil repurposed shells of empty cooking 
pumpkins by carving them into cute little faces 
that'd serve as cute little candle dishes that'd 
create a cute little atmosphere for their cute 
little party. 

Jack and the Devil spent years together 
with this routine, and year after year the Devil 
emphasized more and more that on his birth- 
day Jack could wish for anything he wanted. 

"Including eternal youth and beauty," the 
Devil once suggested, to which Jack took great 
offense. The Devil reasoned, and quite wisely 
to himself, that Jack was human and getting no 
younger—or prettier. 

Until the night Jack died. 

The whole incident has been greatly ex- 
aggerated in the media, so brush away the 
stories you've heard. The true story of Jack's 
death is this: he ate a piece of candy. 

'The particular treat Jack ate belonged to 
the Valacs, poisoned by Mr. Valac in an effort 
to—in his words—“off the tramp,” referring to 


the incorrigible Mrs. Valac. It wasn't until Jack 
swallowed it himself that Mr. Valac realized 
he'd forgotten to separate the tricked candy 
from the good. 

Upon Jack's death, the Devil was sure Jack 
would go to Hell (oh, the things they'd done!), 
and finally—finally!-Jack would STOP AGING 
and spend forever being his handsome self. 

But Jack's association with the Devil only 
helped his ascension to Heaven. Angels were 
shocked by God's decision to welcome Jack 
into Heaven. Shortly afterward, God comment- 
ed to the press, “Не was an angel for putting up 
with that asshole for so long." 

When Hell lost Jack, Hell lost its most pop- 
ular neighbor, and to this day, on every Octo- 
ber 31, Hell's citizens carve hallowed lanterns 
from pumpkin shells to set on their porches in 
Jack's memory. 

Thus, my autumn darlings, let Jack's lesson 
be a lesson to you: listen to your moms and 
dads, and let them check—and extensively 
test—your candy on Halloween, to separate 
the tricks from the treats. Due to continued 
low sales, the Valacs’ bake sale candy often 
makes it to wholesale in the U.S. 

Happy Halloween! B 
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О LAVENDER'S 


“FIRST 
Thursdaus 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN Thursday, November 6 
TIME 5:30 - 8:00 PM 

COST FREE 

WHERE The Shops at West End, 


Showplace ICON Theatre Atrium — — 
1625 West End Blvd. * St. Louis Park | 


“сон westend 


THE SHOPS AT WEST END 


(доре» 


Enjoy Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres by 
Cooper Pub & Restaurant, Drink Specials, 


and a chance to register to Win Great Prizes! 
Come as you are - no dress code. 


FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 

OutFront Minnesota, TCGMC, 

Twin Cities Quorum, 

Minneapolis Movie Bears, 

Prime Timers MSP, Twin Cities Pride, 
North Country Bears, Freedom Jazz, 
MN Freedom Band 


. DESTINATION: 
MARIN 


Both Marin and its sister restaurant, 
Mill Valley Kitchen, are inspired by a 
northern California lifestyle, so we 
decided to go even further and extend 
that to the name. Itis named for Marin 
County, California, which is just north 
of San Francisco. 


Its really the whole land and lifestyle. 
The emphasis is on food that is fresh, 
healthy and natural. It's like a breath of 
fresh air. The inspiration for the food 

is the use of fresh natural ingredients 
and preparing food that highlights, not 
covers, their natural flavors. That's ту 
approach at Marin. 


As often as | can — my wife and | spent 
time this spring in the wine country north 
of San Francisco. | look for ideas there 
in everything | see, smell and eat. Since 
that trip, ve brought back a number of 
ideas for Marin's menu, including the 
addition of mushroom ramen. 


When you come into Marin, l'd suggest 
sampling your way through some of our 
wine finds from the Napa and Sonoma 
regions. There's nothing better on a 
warm fall day to grab those last patio 
moments with a great glass of wine! 


MARIN 
Sia 
MARIN RESTAURANT & BAR | 


Inside Le Méridien Chambers Hotel 
901 HENNEPIN AVE » MINNEAPOLIS 
612-252-7000 
MARINRESTAURANT.COM 


